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I with I could fill my sheet, i in return for your five pages, The only thing 
you will care for knowing i is, that I never faw Mrs. D. better in her tife, nor 


look fo well. You may ip me, who am ato i? to be frightened about 
her. é : mg ee 





\ ; 
< E LETTER XC. 5. lhl 


; 
rawberry-hill, September 275 in 


I SHOULD 1 be very ungrateful indeed if { thought of genic of . 
you, whq ate goodnefs itfelf to me: and when J did not receive letters from 
you, I concluded it happened from your eccentric pofitions. Iam amazed, 
that, hurried:as you have been, and your eyes and thoughts , crowded with 
objects, you Thave been able to find time to write me fo many and fach 
long letters, over and above all thofe to lady A , your daughter, bro- 
ther, and other friends. Even lord Strafford brags of your frequent re~ 
membrance. That your faperabundance of royal beams would dazzle you, 
I never fufpeéted, Even I enjoy for you the diftin€tions you have received — 
though I fhould hate fuch things for myfelf, as they are particularly trou- 
blefome to me, and I am particularly awkward under them, and as I abhor 
the king of Pruffia, and, if I paffled through Berlin, fhould have no joy like 

“avoiding him—like one of our countrymen, who changed horfes at Paris, 
and afked what the name of that town was? All the other crvilities you have 
received I am perfeétly happy in. The Germans are certainly a civil well- 
meaning people, atfd I believe one of the leaft corrupted nations in Europe. 
I don’t ‘ghitik them very agreeable ; but who, do I think are fo? A great 
matiy French women, flies Englith mea, and a few Englith women—ex- 
ceedingly few French men. Italian women are the graffett, vulgareft. of 
the fex. Tf an Italian man has a grain of fenfe, he is a 2 bufponye Se much 
for Europe. 





ait 


I have = Vichap told yoo, and fo mutt lady A, Tite ny y Biace fails 
me, and I dare not méet you at Paris. As the period 4 is arrived when the 
gout ufed to come, it is never a moment ‘out of my head, Sucha fuffering, : 
fuch a helplefS condition as I was in for ive months and a half, two. years 
ago, makes me tremble from head to foot, I fhould die at once af feized, 
gn a French inn3 or what, if poi ible, would be worfe, at Paris, where 1 
muft admit every body.—I, who you know can hardly bear to fee even you 

whea 
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when I amiilljand who fhut mytelf,up here, and would not let lord and 
Jady Hertford come near me—I, who have my room wathed though in bed, 
how could I bear French dirt ?, In thort, I, who am fo capricious, and whom 
you are pleafed to call a philofopher, I fuppofe becaufe I have given up 
every thing but my own will—how siete I keep my temper, who have no 
way of keeping my temper but by kteping it out of every body’s way! No, 
I mutt give up the fatisfaction of being with you at Paris. Ehavejutt learnt 
‘to give up my pleafures, bug I cdnnot give up my pains, which fuch. felfith 
people as I, who have fuffer¢d njuch, grow to compofe into g“tyftem, that 
they are partial to becdufe it is Meir own. I mutt make mydelf amends 
“when you return : you will be more ftationary,I hope,for the future; and 
ifT live I fhall ‘have intervals of health. In lieu of me you will have a 
charming fucceddaneum, lady —- —~. Her father, who is morea hero 
than I, is packing up his decrepit Bones, and goes too. 1 with the may not 
have him'to nurfe, inftead’of diverting herfelf, . 


The prefent ftate of your country is, that it is drowned and dead drunk; 
all water. without and wine within. Oppofition for the next elections every 
where,.even in Scotland ; not from party, but as laying out money to ad- 
vantage. In the head quarters, indeed, party is not out of the queftion: the 
day after to-morrow will be a great bultle in the city for a lord mayor", 
and all the winter in Weitminfter, where lord Mahon and Humphrey 
Cotes oppofe the court. Lady —— is faving her money at Ludlow and” 
Powis caftles by keeping open-houfe day and night againft fir Watkin Wil- 
liams, and fears the thall be’kept there till the general election. It,has rained 
this'whole month, and.we have got another inundatioh, The Thames is 
as broad as your Danube, and all my meadows are under water. Lady 
Browne and I, coming laft Sunday night from lady Blandford’s, were in a 
piteous plight. "The ferry-boat was turned roynd by the current, and carried 
to Ifleworth. Then we ran againft the piers of our riew bridge, and the 
horfes were frightened. Luckily my cicifbea was a catholic, and {creamed 
to fo many faints, that fome of them at the neareft alchoufe came and faved 
us, or Pthould have had no more gout, or what I dreaded I fhould; for I 
concluded Wwe fhould be carried afhore fomewhere, and be forged to wade 
through the mud up to my middle. So you fee one may wrap one’s.tclf 

ivi tee 2 Ay bs at Pa 5 , 
oat Soe oy ® When Mr, Wilkes was elected. 
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up.in flannel and be in danger, without, vifiting « all the armies-on the face. 
of the phe and aihibe nS ciples ied of one’s chaife. ip the peak 

ls am rather, of Solita | Bi b three Ges of fimallee’ aes in anfwer 
to feven large—but what ‘can I aos T fee. “nothing; know nothing, do 
nothing. My caftle is finithed, I have nothing new to read, I am tired ‘of 
waiting, 1 have no new or old bit. for my printer. T have only blaek’ 
hoods atouled me 5 OF, if I go to town, they fare Ysparty in Grofvenor-ftredt! 
One trait wi} give you a fample of ng als my time, and made ‘me ~ 
laugh, Ps it--put me in mind of ‘you, at ‘Teaft as Te was'a fit of abfence; , 
much fhiéFe: likely to have happened to be than to me. I was playing. = od 
eighteenpenny: ‘a with the duchefs of Newcaftle and lady’ Brow 
aud certainly notMfich interefted in the game. I cannot’ recolleét nor 

conceive what I was’ thinking of, ‘but 2 puthed the cards very gravely to 

ie duchefs,’ and faid, Dodfor, you are to deal. You may guels at) their 








aftonifthment, agg how much’ it made us all laugh. I with it may make” 
you fmile a moment, or that I had any thing better to fend ‘you, ye 


mott affectionately. 
Yours ever, 
HOR. WALPOLE. 
7 
i LETTER XCitk . 
© ‘ Y Seriuberry-il § Sept. 28, 1774 


LADY Ailefbury brings you, this*, which is not a letter, but a paper. of 
direétions, and the counterpart. of what IL have written to madame du 
Deffand. I beg of you ferioufly to take a great deal of notice of this dear. 
old friend of mine. She will perhaps expeét’ more attention from | Vou, as— 
my friend, and as it is her own nature a little, than will be “quite conve-_ 
mient to you; but you havean infinite deal of patience and good nature, 
and will excufe it, Iwas afraid of ‘het’ importuning lady ALS: who. 
has a vatt deal to fee’ ag do; and therefore I have “Pespared nad. a D. 
tay abate: oom je Part ye ea 


* Mr. Conway ended his mite tour at Pas went to meet tise and wire they, Spent the! 
ric, whither lady Ailefbury and Mrs.,Damer winter together. «5 ) >> 
= od 


Retain tempi Vy Ms TEP et Pah le SOA ty atl nik US Fn) SoS Ck RRL LIME han TY als Ad OYT? Sie Ne Ko\eh SA rt Prats NAIVE 
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and told her lady A. ‘loves amufements, and that, having never been ‘at 

Paris before, fhe muft not confine her: fo" you: muft. pay for both—andAt 

will anfwer: and I do not, I own, afk this only for madame du Deffand’s 

fake, but for my own, and a little for yours, Since the late king's death 

fhe has not dared to write to me » and I want to know the prefent ' 
ftate of France exactly, both to fatis# my own curiofity, and for her fake, 

as I with to learn whether her on, &c. is in any danger from the 

prefent miniftry, fome ofywhom.re not her friends, She can tell you ‘a 

great deal if the ae ae ’tumean that the is refetvegs’ or partial 

to her own country agai ours—Gtite the contrary; fhe lov better 

than all France together—but fhe hates politics; and therefore, to make 

her talk on it, you muft tell her it is to fatisfy’me, and that ] want to 

know whether fhe is well at court, whether fhe has any fears from the. 
government, particularly from Mafrepas and Nivernois; and that I am’ 
eager to have monfieur de Choifeul and ma grandmaman the duchefs 

hack to power, If you take it on this foot eafily, fhe will talk to you 

with the utmoft franknefs and with amazing clevernefs. I have told her 

you are ftrangely abfent, and that, if the does not repeat it over and over, 

you will forget every fyllable: fo I have prepared her to joke and be quite 

familiar with you at once. She knows more of perfonal charaéters, and 

paints them better than any body: but let this be between yourfelves, 

for I would not have a living foul fufpe&t that I get any intelligence from 

her, which would hurt her; and.therefore I beg you not to let any human 

being know of this letter, nor of your converfations with her, neither 

Englith nor French. . PS se 









: ; : be 

Mad, du Deffand lates les philofophes, fo you mutt give them up to her. 

She and madame Geoffrin are no friends : fo, if you go thither, don't tell her 

of it. Indeed you would be fick of that houfe,, whither all the pre- 

tended beaux efprits and faux {cavants go, and where they are very. iuper- 
tinent and dogmatic. . | Fete 

.* Let me give you one other caution, which I thall give lady A————- too. 

Take ‘care of your papers at Paris, ‘and have a very ftrong-lock to your 

porte-feuille. Inthe, hotels garnis they have double keys. to every lock, 

and examine évety drawer.and paper jof the Englith that they can get at. 

They will pilfer tod whatevér-they;cao.—I was robbed of half my clothes 

- “Mor. V. k Y there 


- 


J 
( 


' many of my létters, and, as’ the 
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there the firft time, and they wanted to hang poor Louis to fave the people 
of thie houfe wito had ftolen the "things. 


ats is hae. ‘thing I iol fay. Mad. du Deffand has kept a great 
very old, I am in pain about them. f 
iver them up to you to bring back 
, be fo good to take greati care of 








have written to her to beg fhe will 
to me, and’l truft the will’ If the 
them. If the does not mention them, tJ]. hex-juft: before you come away, 
that I begded You to bring them; + and [MieNuclitates, corivinee her how 
it woul rt me to have letters writtén in‘ very French, and mention- 
ing fev'eral people, both French and Englifh, fall into bad hands, and, per- 
chaps, be printed. 


Let me defire you to read this letter more than-once,. that'you may not 
forget my requefts, which are very important tome; and 1 muft give you 
one > ctlube caution, without which all would be atelate. There is at Paris 
am" de I’Efpinaffe, a pretended bel efprit, who. was formerly an humble 


-companion of mad. du Deffand ;, and betrayed her and ufed her very ill. 


I beg of you not to let any body carry you thither. It would difoblige.my 
friend of all things in the world, and fhe would never tell you a fyllable ;. 
and I own it would hurt me, who have fuch infinite obligations to her, 

that 1 thould be very unhappy if a particular friend of mine: fhowed her 
this.difregard, She has done every thing upon. earth to. pleafe and ferve 
me, and IT owe it to her to be earneft about this attention, Pray do not 
mention it: dt might look fimple in me, and yet I owe it to her, as I know 
it would hurt her: and at her age, with her misfoxtunes, and with infinite 
obligations on my fide, can I do too. much to fhow my gratitude, or pre- 
yent her any new mortification? 1 dwell upon it, becaufe fhe has fome 
enemies fo {piteful that they try to carry all Englith to mad. de PE fpinaffe.. 


I with the duchefs of Choifeul may come to Paris while you are: there; 
but I fear fhe will not : you would like her of all things. She has more 
feufe and more virtues than almoft any human being. If you ‘choofe to fee 
any of the feavants, let me-recommend monfieur Buffon. He has not.only 
much mére fenfe than any of them, but is an excellent:old n man, humane, 
gentle, well-bred, and with none of the arrogant pertnefs of all the reft. 
If he is at Paris, you will fee a good deal of the comte de Broglie at mad. 
du Deffand’s. He is nota seine of. the firft water, but lively and fome- 

. * ‘times. 
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times agreeable, The court, I fear, will be at Fontainebleau, which will 
prevent your fecing many, unlefs you go thither, Adieu! at Paris! I leave 
the reft of my paper for England, if ] happen tovhave any thing particular 


to tell you... 


el LET TER: XCiv. ... . ; 
init é ~  Strawberry-hill, Sunday, O€tober 16, 1774. 

1 RECEIVED this rletfer of the 6th fro Stratburg ; 
and before you get this you will have had three from me by lady tiefbury. 
One of them fhould have re&ched you much fogner ; but lady A. kept it, 
not being fure where you was. It was in anfwer to one in which you 


told me an anecdote, which in this Jaft you afk if 1 had received. 





Your letters are always fo welcome to me, that you certainly have no 
occafion for excufing what you fay or do not fay. Your details amufe me, 
and fo would what you fupprefs; for, though I have no military genius or 
curiofity, whatever relates to yourfelf muft intereft me. ‘The honours 
you have received, though I have fo little tafte for fuch things myéelf, 
gaye me great fatisfaction ; and I do not know whether there is not more 
pleafure in ot being a prophet in one’s own country, when one is almoft 
received like Mahomet in every other. To be an idol at home, is. no 
affured touchftone of merit. Stocks and ftones have been adored in fifty 
regions, but do not bear tranfplanting. The Apollo Belvedere and The 

8 
Hercules Farnefe may lofe their temples, but never lofe thelr eftimation, 
by travelling, : ’ , 


Eleétions, you may be fure, are the only topic here at prefent—I mean 
in England—not on this quiet hill, where I think of them as little as of 
the fpot-where the battle of Blenheim was fought, They fay there will 
not be much alteration, but the phoenix will rife from its afhes with moit 
of its old plumes, or as bright. Wilkes at firft feemed to carry all before 
him, -befides having obtained the mayoralty of London at laft, Lady 

——— told me laft Sunday, that he would carry twelve members. I 
have not been.in town fince, nor know any thing but what I collect from 
~ the papers ; fo, if my letter is opened, M. de Vergennes will not amafs 
any very authentic intelligence from my di/patches. 

ie 2 sua ‘VY 





he What 


ie 


164 LETTERS trom rar Hon. HORACE WALPOLE 


What I have taken notice of, is as follows: For the city Wilkes wilt 
have but three members: he will lofe Crofby ; and ‘Townfend will carry 
Oliver? In Weftminfter, Wilkes will not have one; his Humphrey 
Cotes is by far the loweft on the poll ; lord Percy and lord T. Clinton are 
’ triumphant there. Her grace ofSNorthumberland fits ata window in 

Covent-garden, harangues the mob, agd is ‘ Hail, fellow, well met!” At 
Dover, Wifkes has carried one, and pxobably will come in for Middlefex 
himfelf with Glynn, There have bedn great- endeavours to oppote him, 
‘but to nd purpofe.—Of this Tam ee. do se love a‘mob {fo near as 
Breit efpécially as my roid hee’ thfough it. Where “he ‘has any 
other ifitereft I am too ignorant in thefe es os 4s tell you. | Lord John 
Cavendith is oppofed at York, and at the beginning of the poll had the 
feweft numbers. C. F—, like the ghoft in Hamlet, has fhifted to 
many quarters ; but in moft the cock*crew, and he walked off... In South- 
wark, there has been outrageous rioting; but I neither know the candi- 
“dates, their conneétions, nor fuccefs. This, perhaps, will appear’a great 
‘deal of news at Paris: here, I dare to fay, my butcher ktiows more, 










I can tell you ftill lefs of America. There are two or three more fhips 
With forces going thither, and Sir William Draper as fecond in command. 


Of private news, except that Dyfon has had a ftroke of pally, and 
‘will die, there is certainly none; for I faw that thrill Morning Poft, lady 
G , two hours ago, and the did not know a paragraph, eS" 


I forgot to mention to you M. de Mavrepis. He was by far the ableft 
and moft agreeable man 1 knew‘at Paris: and if you ftay, Ithink Icould 
take the liberty of giving you a letter to him; though, as he is now fo great 
a man, and | remain {6 little an one, T “dot't know whether it would be | 
quite fo proper—though ha was exceeding] good to me, and preffed re 
often to make him a vifit in the country. “he Jord Stormont ¢ We fv 
tarfy you to him—a better paflport. ft 





~~ 


_ ‘There was ond of my letters ott’ sich'Y edicts $i There 
are always Englith coming from Paris, who would bring fach a parcel . 
at leaft you might fend me oné volume ata time, and the reft-afterwards = 
but I fhould not ¢aré to have them ventited by the common conveyance. 
Mad. du Deffand is negotating for aay ‘enamel piGture for me; but if the 
; obtains 
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obtains it, I had rather wait for it till you come. The books I mean, are 
thofe I told-you lady A. and Mrs, D, would give yowa particular account of, 
for they know my mind exaétly, Don’t reproach me with not mecting you 
at Paris, Recolle& what I fuffered this time two years; and if you can 
have any notion of fear, imagine my dread of torture for five months and a - 
half! When all the quiet, of Strawberry did but juft carry me through it, 
could I fupport it in the noife of a — hotel ! and, what would be ftill 
worfe, expofed to receive all vifitf?. for the French, you know, are never 
more in public-than in the 4Gof_deuth. Lam like animals, and love to hide 
myfelf when Iam dying. ¢ Thank\God, dm now two days bey§nd the crifis 
when I expected my dreadful periodic vifitant, and begin to gruw very 
fanguine about the virtue of the bootikins, . I fhall even have courage to go 
to-morrow to Chalfont for two days, as it is but a journey of two hours, I 
would not bea day’s journey from hence for all lord Clive’s diamonds. ‘This 
will fatisfy you. I doubt madame du Deffand is not fo eafily convinced ; 
therefore pray do not drop a hint before her of blaming me for not meeting 
you; rather affure her you.are perfuaded it would have been too great a rifk 
for me at this feafon. I with to have her quite clear of my attachment to 
her; but that I do not always find fo eafy.. You, lam fure, will find hes 
all zeal and empreffement for you and yours. Adieu ! 


=o 


LETTER XCV. 
Strawberry -hill, D&tober 29, 1774. 


« PHAVE received your letter of the zgd, and it certainly overpays me, 
when you thank inftead of {tolding me, as I feared.. A paffionate man has 
very little merit in being in a paffion, and is fure of faying many things he 
repents, a8 1 do. TI only hope you think that I could not be fo much in the 
wrong for évery body; nor fhould have been perhaps even for you, if | had 
not been certain I was'the only perfon, at that moment, that could ferve you 
eflentially: and at fuch a crifis, Iain fure I fhould take exa@ly the fame 
*_patt’again, ‘except in faying {ome things I did, of which I am athamed *! 
Paha iti Niles apie BES, bis f sat ’ 

a a This relates to Mr. Walpole having tefented of a feat in parliament at the general eleCtion, 
in a very warm manner, fome neglect on the which took place in the year 1774, E, 
part of his friends which deprived Mr. Conway ae 

| wi 

“A ta 
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Iwill fay no more now on that topic, nor on any thing relating to it, becaufe- 
I have written my mind yery fully,.and you will know it foon. I can only 
tell yott how, that J approve extremely your way of thinking, and hope you 
will not change it before you hear from me, and know fome material cir- 
cumftances. You and lady A. and kagree exaétly, and the and Icertainly 
‘confider only.you. I-do.not anfwer hex laft, becaufe L.could not help telling 
vou how very kindly I take your letter, \ All I beg is, that you would have 
no delicacy about my ferving you any w You know. it is a pleafyre to 
me: war eke may have viewg that abarrafs. you ;:and therefore, 







till you are gn the fpot, and can JGdge for fourlelf (which I always infift 
on, becafffe you are cooler than I, and becaufe, though I have no interefts to 
ferve, | have paflions which*equally miflead one), it will be wifer to decline 
all kind of propofals and offers, You will avoid the plague of contefted 
eleGtions and folicitations ; and I fee no reafons, at prefent, that can tempt 
you to be in a hurry. re 


You muft not expeét to be madame du Deffand’s:firft favourite. Lady 
Ailefbury has made fuch a progtefs there, that you will not eafily fupplant 
her, I have received: volumes in her praife. You have a better chance 
with madame de C—~, who is very agreeable; and I hope you are not 
juch an Englifh hufband as not to conform to the manners of Paris while 
you are there. ' 





I forgot to mention one or two of my favourite objects to lady A. nay, I 
am not fure fhe will tafte one of them, the chyrch of the Celeftines. It is 
crowded with beautiful old tombs: one of Francis «Il. whofe, beatitude. is 
prefumed from his being hufband of the martyr. Mary Stuart. Another is 
of the firft wife of John duke of Bedford, the regent.of France... 1 think 
you was once there with me formerly, The other is Richeliew’s tomb, 
at the Sorbonne—but that every body: is carried to fee. The hotel de 
Carnavalet*, near the Place royale, is worth looking at, even for the fagade, 
as you drive by. But of all earthly things the moft worth feeing is) the 
houfe at Verfailles,.where the king's piétures,.not, hung up, are. kept. 
There is a treafure paft belief, though in fad order, and. piled one againft ~ 
another. ‘Monfieur de Guerchy. once carried me thither; and naman 


* Where madame de Sevigné refided. 


: Pin 0k i 
certainly | 


, 
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“certainly get leave,” At the Luxembourg are fome hung up, and one par- 
ticularly is worth going to fee alone: it is the Deluge by Nicolo Poutlin, as 
‘winter. The ‘three other feafons are good for nothing—but the Deluge is 
the firft pi€ture in the world of its kind, You will be thocked to fee the 
glorious pictures at the Palais royal tranfplanted to new canvafles, and new 
' painted and varnithed, as if they were to be fcenes at the opera—at leaft, 
they had treated half ‘a dozen. of the beft fo, three years agb, and were 
going on. ‘The prince of, Monaco has a few fine, but ftill worfe ufed; one 
of them fhinés more than g’looking-glafs.. I fear the expofition of pictures 
is over for this year; it" is ‘generally very diverting’. 1, who went into. 
every church of Paris, cam affure you there are few worth it, but the . 
Invalids—except the /cenery at St. Roch, about dbne or two o'clock at noon, 
when the fun fhines; the Carmelites, for the Guido and the portrait of 
madame de la Valiere as'‘a Magdalén; the Val de Grace, for a moment; 
the trea/ure at Notre Dame; the Sainte Chapelle, where im the anti-chapel 
are two very large enamelled portraits; the tomb of Condé at the Great 
“Jefuits in the’rue St. Antoine, if not fhut up; andthe little church of St. 
Louis in the Louvre, where is a fine tomb of cardinal Fleury, but large 
enough to ftand on Salifbury-plain. One thing fome of youmuf? remember,, 
as you return; nay, it is better to'go foon to St. Denis, and‘madame du 
Deffand muft get yow a particular order to be fhown (which is never fhewn 
without) the effigies of the kings. “Fhey are in prefles over the treafure 
‘which is fhown, and where is the glorious antique cameo-cup; but the 
countenance of Charles EX. is fo horrid and remarkable, you would think 
he had died on the morrow of the St. Barthelemi, and waked full of the 
recolleétion. If youdove enamels and ¢xquifite medals, get to fee the col 
leétion of a monfieur d’Henery, who lives in the corner of the {treet where 
fir John Lambert lives—I forget its name. There is an old man beliind the. 
gue de Colombier, who has a great but bad collection of old French por- 
traits; I delighted in them, but perhaps you would not. J, you may be 
fure, hunted out every thing of that fort.. The convent and. collection.of 
St. Germain, I mean that over again({t the hotel du-Parc royal,.is well worth 
- feeing—but.I forget names ftrangely.—Oh ! delightful—lord- Cholmondeley 
me word he goes to Paris on Monday: I fhall fend this and my other 
‘Fetter/by him. It was him I meant; I knew he was going, and had pre-- 
pared it. + 5. 
ah ae He means from their extreme bad tafte: 

a ecb Pray 
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Pray take care to lock up your papers in a flrong box that nobody can 
open. They imagine you are at Paris on fome commiffion, and there is no 
trufting® French hotels or fervants, America is in a defperate fituation. 
The accounts from the Congrefs are not expeéted before the roth, and ex- 

‘ peGted very warm. I have not time to tell you fome maneewvres again{t 
them that will make your blood curdle, Write to me when you can by 
private hands, as I will to you. There are always Englith paffing back- 
wards and forwards. 


e , a ‘ 


LETTER XCVI. 


Strawberry-hill, November 12, 1774. 


e 

1 HAVE received a delightful letter from you of four fheets, and another 
ince. 1 fhali not reply to the campaigning part (though much obliged to 
you for it), becaufe 1 have twenty other fubje¢ts more prefling to talk of. 
The firft is to thank you for your exceflive goodnefs to my dear old friend— 
the has fome indifcretions, and you muft not have any to her; but the has 
the beft heart in the world, and I am happy, at her great.age, that fhe has 
{pirits enough not to be always upon her guard. A. bad heart, efpecially 
after long experience, is but too apt to overflow. smward/y with prudence. 
At leaft, as I am but too Jike her, and have correéted too few af my faults, 
I would fain perfuade mydfelf that fome of them flow from a good prin- 
ciple—but I have not time to talk of myfelf, though you are much too 
partial to me, ‘and Sive me an opportunity 5, yet 1 fhall not take it. 


Now for Englith news, and then your letter again. 


There has been a great mortality here; though death has ‘at palin prié 
than a volunteer. , as I told lady Ailefbury laft poft, | ‘thot’ himtelf. 
He is dead, totally undone. Whether that alone was the caufe, or whether 
he had not done fomething worfe, I doubt. I cannot conceive that, with 
his refources, he fhould have been iat gs ent him of cea , 
‘impoffible ; ; 





A fhip is arrived from America, and q Joate ak very bad pity ae 
none but trifling letters have yet been given out—but I am here, fee nobody 
4 _. that 
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that knows any thing, and only hear by accident from people that drop iu. 
The floop that is to bring the refult of the general affembly is not yet come. 
There are indeed rumours, that both the nou-importation and evén non- 
exportation have been decreed; and that the flame is univerfal. I hope 
this is exaggerated! yet I am told the ftocks will fall very much in a day ° 
or two. 
° 
Ihave nothing to tell lady Ailefbury, but that I hear a deplorable account 
of the opera. “There is a hew puppet-fhow at Drury-lane, as fine as {cenes 
can make it, called The Maid.of the Oaks, and as dull as the author could 
not help making it’. : ; 
° 
Except M. D'Herouville I know all the people you name. C. I doubt 
by things I have heard formerly, ntay have been a concuffonnaire. The 
duke, your frofeceur*, is mediocre enough: you would have been more 
pleafed with his wife. The chevalier’s’ bon-mot is excellent, and fo is he. 
He has as much bouffonnerie as the Italians, with more wit and: novelty. 
His impromptu verfes often admirable. Get madame du Deffand to fhow 
you his. Embafly to the princefs Chriftine, and his verfes on his eldelt uncle, 
beginning, Sv monfieur de Veau. His fecond uncle has parts, but they are 
not fo natural. Madame de Caraman is a very good kind of woman, but 
has not a quarter of her fifter’s parts. Madame de Mirepoix is #/¢ agreeable 
woman of the world, when fhe pleafes—but there muft not be a card in 
the room. Lord has acted like himfelf; that is, unlike any body elfe. 
You know, I believe, that | think him a very good fpeaker; but I have 
‘Little opinion of his judgment and knowjedge of the world, and a great 
opinion of his affeétation and infincerity. The abbé Raynal, though he 
wrote that fine work on the commerce des deux Indes, is the moft tirefome 
creature in the world. The firlt time I met him was ai the dull baron 
d’Olbach’s: we were twelve at table: I dreaded opening my mouth in 
French, before fo many people and {0 many fervants: he began queftion- 





» Mr. Walpole’s opinion of this author to- reception was what might be called good, but 
tally changed upon the appearance of The rather dy protection. E, 
Heire!s, which he always called “the genteeleit = 3 The chevalier de Boufflcrs, Well known for 
Comedy” in the Englith language. i. his Letters from Switzerland, addreffed to his 
* The duc de la Voliere ; of whom Mr. Con- mother ; his Reine de Golconde, a tale; and 
way had faid, that, when prefented to him, “his a number of very pretty vers de focierc. E. 


Voz, V. Z ing 


* 
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ing me, crofs the table, about our colonies, which I underftand as I do 
Coptic. I made him figns I wasdeaf. After dinner he found I was not, 
and never forgave me.‘ Mademoifelle Raucoux I never faw till you told me 
madame du Deffand faid the was is demoniaque fans chaleur! What painting! 
- [fee her now« Le Kain fometimes pleafed me, oftener hot. Molé is 
charming in genteel, or in pathetic comedy, and would be fine in tragedy, 
if he waseftronger. Preville is always perfeGion. I like his wife in 
affected parts, though not animated enou h. There was a del lightful 
woman who did the lady Withforts, I don’t know if there Mill, 1 think her 
name mademoifelle Drouin ; and‘ fat woman, rather elderly, who fome- 
times a¢ted the foubrette. But you have miffed the Dumenil, and Caillaut! 
What irreparable loffes!*Madame du Deffand, perhaps—I don’t know— 
could obtain your hearing the Clairone-yet the Daten] was ‘infinitely 


preferable. bd 
ae 


I could now almoft find in my heart to laugh at you for liking Boutin’s 
garden*. Do you know, that I drew a plan of it, as the completeit ab- 
furdity I ever faw. What! a river that wriggles at right angles through a 
ftone-gutter, with two tanfy puddings that were dug out of it, and three or 
four beds in a row, by a corner of the wall, with famples of grafs, corn, and 
of en friche, like a taylor’s paper of patterns! And you like this! I will tell 
Park-place——Oh ! I had forgot your audience in dumb thow—Well, as 
madame de Sevigné faid, Le roi de Pruffe, c’eft le plus grand roi du monde 
ftill*, My love to the old parliament: I don’t love new ones, | 





ne 


I went feveral. tinies'to madame de Mongonfeil’s, who is jut what you 
fay.. Mefdames de Tingri & “de la Vauguion I never faw? madame de 
Noailles once or twice, anid enough, You fay fomething of madame Mallet, 


* See another Indicrous Gefcripfion of this polite! and sheitvioourt 6 polithed |The 


garden in a letter to Mr. Chute. 

* This alludes to Mr. Conway’s prefentation 
to the king of France, Louis XVI. at Fontaine- 
bleau, of which in his letter to Mr. Walpole he 
gives the following account : ‘WE. 

“ On St. Hubert’s day in the’ morning I had 
the honour of being prefented to the king ; twas 
‘a good day and an excellent deed. You may 
the fure I was well received, the French are fo 


_ emperor indeed talked ‘to me every day; fo did 


the king of Pruffia regularly and muth: but 
that was not to be compared to the extraordi- 
nary reception of his mot chriftian majefty, « 
who, when I was prefented, did not-ftop, nor 
look to fee what fort of an animal. was offered 
to his notice, but carried his head. a8 i it feemed 


fomewhat higher, and paffed - way.” 

_which 
" aii “hy 
cs ea Pas bi si 
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which I could not read; for, by the way, your brother and I agree that you 
are grown not tg write legibly: is that lady in being? I knew her formerly, 
Madame de Blot I know, and monfieur de Paulmy.I know, but for - 
heaven’s fake who is col. Conway'? Mademoifelle Sanadon. is /a /ana 
donna, and net mademoifelle Ce/adon*, aS yor call her. Pray aflure my - 
good monfieur Schoualow of my great regard: he is one of the beit of 
beings. . 


I have faid all I could, at leaft all T fhould. I referve the reft of my 
paper for a pofticript ; for this is but Saturday, and my letter cannot depart 
till Tuefday : but I could not for one minute defer anfwering your charm- 
ing volumes, which intereft me fo much. I grieve for lady Harriet’s * 
{welled face, and with for both their fakes the could transfer it to her father. 
I affure her I meant nothing by defiring you to fee the verfes to the princefs 

hriftine*, wherein there is very profane mention of a pair of {welled 
cheeks. I hear nothing of madame d’Olonne’.—-Oh! make madame du 
’ Deffand fhow you the fweet portrait of madame de Price, the duke of 
Bourbon’s miftrefs °. . Have you feen madame de Monaco, and the remains 
of madame de Brionne? If you with to fee Mrs. A——, afk for the pyinceffe 
de Ligne. If you haye feen monfieur de Maurepas, you have {een the late 
lord Hardwicke’... By your not naming him, I fuppofe the duc de Nivernois 
is not at Paris. Say a great deal for me to M. de Guifnes. _ You will not fee 
my paffion, the duchefs de Chatillon, If you fee madame de Nivernois, you 
will think the duke of Newcaftle is‘come to life again. Alas! where is my. 
pofticript ? : 


1 An officer in the French fervice.  ” “RY the chevalier de Bouflers.. 
* Mademoifelle Sanadon, a lady who lived “8 The beautiffl enamel miniature of madame- 
with madame du Deffand. __ d’Olonne, now at Strawberry-hill, 


3 Lady Harrict Stanhope, afterwards married —* This portrait is now at Strawberry-hill., 
to lord Foley, was at this time at Paris;with her 7 He meahs front their perfonal refemblance. 
father the carl of Harrington, f ie ! 
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LETTER ‘xcvn 


e } a i 


Arlingtonsftreer, Woreniber 27> 1774: 


I HAVE received your debehtfully plump packet with a letter of fix 
pages, one from madame du Deffand, the Eloges, and the Lit de juftice. 
Now obferye my gratitude: I appoint you my refident at Paris; but you 
are not to refemble all our minifters abroad, and expect to live at home, 
which would deftroy my lord Gafilecomer’s* viev in your fayin ig at Paris. ° 
However, to prove to you that I have fome gratitude that is not totally 
felfith, I will tell. you what little news I know, before I anfwer your letter; 
for Englith news, to be fure, is the moft aucertnls 2 a i p a letter 
from England. ‘ 


a! 


On my coming to town yefterday, there was nothing but more ey a 
don’t you think we have the plague? the bifhop of Worcefter, lord Breadal.® 
bane, lord Strathmore. The firft fell from his horfe, or with his horfe, 
at Bath, and the bithoprick was incontinently given to bifhop North, 


Am@ica is ftill more refrattory, and I doubt will Outvote the miniftry. 
They have picked general Gage’s pocket of three pieces of cannon, and in- 
tercepted fome troops that were going to him, Sir William Draper is 
writing plans of pacification in our newfpapers ; and lord Chatham flatters 
himfelf that he fhall be fent for when the patient is given over; which | 
don’t think at all unlikely to happen... My poor nephew * is very political 
too: fo we dhall not want mad-doétors, ee Ree I.hear Wilkes fays he 
will propofe M@———— hi ae ies 


The, ecclefiaftical baw are Goilie to a refotditiogh ae the guchear of 
Kingftoiig Mrs. Hervey; and ‘the fentence will, _be public in a fortnight. 
It is not fo certain that fhe*will lofe the eftate. Auguftus 3 is not in a much : 
more pleaf : predicament#han fhe is. 1 faw lord Briftol laft night: he. 
looks , ly well, bit his fpecch i is much adeted, baa his. a hand, » 





A cant phrafe of Mr. Walpole’ Sy whieh ook « Yes, i 
its rife from the following ftory: _ Cafllecomer.? a 
-\ The tutor of a young lord Caftlecomer,, who *+ George Walpole, cul of, oe” ‘ 
__ dived at Twickenham with his mother, having” * ci et Hervey, to whom ‘the was firft 
broke his leg, fomebody pitying the poor man, am 
to the ain lady. Caftlecomer, the saint e FREES i , 
: ‘Lady 


iewy inconvenient to my lord 
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Lady Lyttelton, who, you know, never hears any thing that has hap- 
pened, wrote to me two days ago, to afk if it would not be neceflary for you 
to'come over for the meeting of the parliament. I anfWwered, very gravely, 
that to be fure you ought: but though fir famei Monga threatened you 
loudly witha petition, yet, as it could nétBe"heard aill’after Cliriftmas, I 
was afraid you would not be perfuaded to come fooner. “I hope the will 
inquire who fir Fames Morgan is, and that people willyperfuade her the has 
made a confufion about fir James ———=.._-_ Now for your letter, 

: ta : 


_ Uhave been in the chambre de parlement, I think they call it the grande 
chambre ; and was fhown the ‘corner’ in’ which the monarchs fit, and do° 
not wonder you did not gueY$ where it was they fat. It is juft like the 
dark corner, under the window, whére I always {at in the houfe of coth-" 
mons. What has happened, ‘has ,paffed exaétly according to my ideas. 
When one king breaks one parliament, and another another, what can the 
refult be but defpotifm? or of what elfe is it a proof? If a'tory king dif- 
places his father’s whig lord chamberlain, neither lord chamberlain has the 
more or the lefs power over the theatres and court-mournings and birth-day 
balls. All that can arrive-is, that the people will be {till mor€ attached to 
the old parliament, from this feeming reftitution of a right—-bit the people 
rouft have fome power before their attachment can fignify a ftraw. The 
old parliament too may fome time or other give’ itfelf more airs’ on this con- 
feffion of right; but that too cannot be but in a minority, or when the 
_power of the crown is leflened by reafons that have nothing to do with the 
parliament. 1 will anfwer for it, they will be too grateful to give umbrage 
to their reftorer. Indeed I“did not think the people would be* fo quick- 
fighted at once, as to fee the diftin@ioh of old and tfew was without a 
_ differenge. Methinks France and England are like the-land and the fea; 
one gets a little fenfe when the other lofes it. rsh ins 


I am quite fatisfied with all you tell me about my friend. My intention. 
is certainly to fee her again, if Iam able; but Iam too old to lay plans, 
efpecially when it depends on the defpot gout to regifter or cancel them, It 
is even melancholy to fee her, when it will probably be but once more; and 
.. ftill more melancholy, when we ought to fay to one another, in, a. different 
” fenfe from the common, a-revoir 1 However, as mine is a pretty cheerful” 


: We hove Seen thete dine notionly the caufe of its own deftrudtion, but of one of the greatelt 
_ regolutions that ever took place in Europe. E. ‘eae 
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kind of philofophy, I think the beft way is to think of dying,. but to talk 
and aét as if one was not to die; or elfe one tires other people, and dies 
before one’s time. I have truly all the. affection and attachment for her 
that the deferves from me, or I fhould not be fo very thankful. as 1am for 
your kindnefs to her. , The Seherfeuls will certainly return at Chriftmas, 
and will make her life much more agreeable. The duchefs has as much 
attention to her as L.could have; but that will not keep me from. making 
her a vifit. : : 


I have only feen, not known, the younger madame de Boufflers. «For 
her mufical talents, I am little worthy of them—yet I am juft going to lady 
Bingham’s to hear the Baftardella, whom, though the firft finger in Italy, 
Mrs. Yates could not or would not agree with*; and fhe is to have twelve 
hundred pounds for finging twelve times at the Pantheon, where, if the had. 
a voice as loud as lord Clare’s, fhe could not be heard. The two bons- 
mots you fent me are excellent; but, alas! I had heard them both before: 
confequently your own, which is very good too, pleafed me much more, 
M. de Stainville I think you will not like: he has fenfe, but has a d 
military harfgnefs, that at leaft did net fuit me—and then I hate his barba~ 
rity to his wife *. 


You was very lucky indeed to get one of the fixty tickets’. Upon the 
whole, your travels have been very fortunate, and the few mortifications 
amply compenfated. If a duke * has been fpiteful when your back was 
turned, a hero-king has been all courtefy, If another king has been filent, 
an emperor hasebeen fingularly gracious. Frowns or. filence may happen 
to any body: the {miles have been addrefled to ‘you particularly —So was the 
ducal frown indeed—but would you have earned a {mile at the price fet on 
it? One cannot do right and be always applauded—but in fuch Mfes are 
not frowns tantamount ?- ‘ tes, spalalla 


As my letter will not fet forth till the day after to-morrow, I referve the 
reft for any additional news, and this time qwz// referve it. 


* To fing at the opera. ed by Louis XV, at the inftigation of the chan. 
__ * Upon a fufpicion of gallantry, fhe was con- ~cellor Maupou, and fuppreffed the new one of 
fined for life. their creation. E, ta 


_ 3 To fee the lit de juftice held by Louis XVI.. 4 The duke de Choifeul, . 
~ when he recalled the parliament of Paris banith- . 


3 " ee Ste 


r 
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St. Parliament's day, 29th, after breakfatt. 


Tue fpeech is faid to be firm, and to talk of the rede/iion of our province 
of Maffachufets... No floop is arrived yet to tell us how to call. the reft, 
Mr. Van is to move for the expulfion of Wilkts ; which awili diftrefs, and’ 
may produce an odd fcene. Lord Holland is certainly dead; the papers 
fay, Robinfon too, but that I don’t know :—fo many deaths of late make 
report kill to a and Jeft. 





LETTER XCVII., 
EE, December 15, 1774. 


AS I wrote to lady Ailefbury but*on Tuefday, I fhould not. have followed 
it fo foon with this, if I had nothing to tell you but of myfelf. My gouts 
are never dangerous, and the fhades of them not important. However, to’ 
difpatch this article at once, I will tell you, that the pain I felt yefterday in 
my elbow made me think all former pain did not deferve the name." Hap- 
pily the torture did not laft above two hours; and, which is more fwrprifing, 
it is all the real pain I have felt; for though my hand has been as fore as if 
flayed, and that both feet are lame, the bootikins demonftrably prevent or 
extraét the fting of it, and I'fee no reafon not to expeét to get out ina 
fortnight more, Surely, if I am laid up but one month in two years, inftead 
of five or fix, I have reafon to think the bootikins fent from heaven. 

ne 

The long expected floop is esursived at laft, and is indeed a manof war ! 7 

The general congrefs have voted, 


A non-importation. 
A non-exportation.. 
A pen-con(ampiige- + i 


That, 1 in cafe of hottilities Sheen by the troops at Bofton, the feveral 


provinces will march to the affiftance of their countrymen. 


money arifing thence given to i poor at Bofton, 


That the cargoes of thips now at fea fhall be fold on their artiy al, andthe , 
That 
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Thata letter, in the nature of a petition of rights, fhall be fent tothe 

king ; another to the houfe of commons; a third to the people of England; 

a demarfd of repeal of all the aéts of parliament affeéting North America 


paffed during this reign, as alfo of ‘the. Quebec-bill : and “thefe refolutions 
‘not to be altered till fuch répeal is obtained, fs 


Well, I believe you do not regret being neither in parliament nor in ad- 
miniftration! As you are an idle + man, and have nothing elfe to do, you may 
fit down and tell one a remedy forall this. Perhaps you will give yourfelf 
ais, and fay you was a prophet, and that prophets are not honoured in their 
own country.— Yet, if you have any infpiration ¢ about you, I affure you it will 
be of great fervice—We ase at our wit’s end—which was no great journey, 
—Oh! .you conclude lord Chatham’s crutch will bé fuppofed a wand, and 
be fent { or—They might as well fend for my crutch; and they fhould not 
 haveit; the-ftile is a little too high to help them over. His lardthip is a 
little fitter for’ ‘railing a ftorm than laying one, and of late feems to have 
loft both virtues. The Americans at leaft have aéted like men, gone to the 
bottom at once, and fet the whole upon the whole. Our conduét has been » 
that of pert children: we have thrown a pebble at a maftiff, and are furprifed it 
was not frightened. Now we mutt be worried by it, or muft kill the guardian 
of the houfe, which will be plundered the moment little, mafter has nothing 
but the old nurfe to defend it. “ But I have. done with refleCtions ; you will 
be fuller of them than I, 


wo 


a ey ° 
. LETTER xcIx. 








ee: 
Arlington-ftreet, December 26; 1774 


I BEGIN my letter, to-day, to prevent the fatigue of diétating two to- 
mortow. In the firft and bet place, I am very near recovered. that is, 
though ftill a mommy, I have no pain left, nor fearce any fenfation of gout 
except in my ie hand, which is ftill in complexion and. fhape a lobfter’s 
claw, Now, un lefS any body can prove to me that three weeks aré longer 
than five months and a half they will hardly convince me that'the bootikins 
ate not a cure for fits of ‘the gout, anda very thort cure, though they can- 
not prevent it: nor perliaps is it to be withed they fhould; for, if the gout 
prevents every thing clfe, would not ong have fomething that does? I have 

. but 
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but one fingle doubt left about the bootikins, which is, whether they do not 
weaken my breaft: but as Iam fenfible that my own ‘fpirits do half the 
mifchief, and that, if I could have held my tongue, and kept from talking and 
dictating letters, I fhould not have been ha d as [ have been, there re- 
mains but half due to bootikins on the balance: \and furelythe ravages of | 
the laft long fit, and two years more in age,-ough to make another deduc- 
tion, Indeed, my forcing myfelf to dictate my laft letter to” you almoft 
killed me; and fince the gout is not dangerous to me if Iam kept perfectly 
quiet, my good’old friend muft have patience, and not infift upom letters from 
me but,when it is quite eafy to-me to fend them. So much for me andymy 
gout. I will now endeavoureto anfwer fuch parts of your laft letters as I 
can in this manner, and confidering how difficult it is to read your writing 
in a dark room, 





I have not yet been able to look into the French harangues you fent me. 
Voltaire’s verfes to Robert Covelle are not only very bad, but very con- 
temptible. 


I am delighted with all the honours you receive, and with all the amufe- 
ments they procure you, which is the beft part of honours, » For the glori- 


ous part, I am always like the man in Pope’s Donne, 
ah 


* Then happy he who hows the tombs, faid I.” 


That is, they are leaft troublefome there. The /erenifime’ you met at 
Montmorency is one of the leaft to my tafte; we quarrelled about Roufleau, 
and I never went»near“him after my firit. journey. Madame du D. will 
tell you the ftory, if the has not forgotten it. 


It is fuppofed here, that the new proceedings of the French parliament 
will produce great effects : I don’t fuppofe any fuch thing, What America 
will produce I know ftill lefs ; but certainly fomething very fcrious,. The 
merchants have fummoned a meeting for the fecond of next month, and 
the petition from the congrefs to the king is arrived. The heads have been 
fhown to lord D————; but I hear one of the agents is againtt Preteatins 
it: yet itis thought it will be delivered, and then be ordered to be laid before 
parliament. ‘T. he whole affair has already been talked of there on the army. 


» CV on. Vi aoe and 
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and navy-days; and Burke, they fay, has fhonewith amazing wit and ridi- 
cule on the late inactivity of Gage, and his lofing his cannon and flraw ; on 
his ‘being intrenched in a town with an army | of obfervation; with that army 
being, as fir William Meredith_had faid, an afylum for magiftrates,.and to 
“fecure the port: Burke faid, he had heard of an afylum for debtors, and 
whores, never for magiftrptes ; and of fhips, never.of armies, fecuring a port. 
This is all there has been in: parliament,’ but election, C——- F——’s 
place did not come into queftion, Mr.——, who is one of the new eleét, 
has opened, buf with no fuccefs. There isa feaman, Luttrell, sees pene 
much better, « vt Ee eY , 





Tam glad you like the duchefs de Lauzun ?: the is one of my favourites. 
The hotel du Chatelet promifed to be very fine, but was not finifhed when 
1 was laft at Paris. I was much pleafed with the perfon that flept againft 
St. Lambert’s poem: I wifh I had thought of the noftrum, when Mr, 

a thoufand years ago, at Lyons, would read an epic poem to me juft as I bad 
received a dozen letters from England. St. Lambert is a great jackanapes, 
and a very tiny genius, I fuppofe t the poem was The Seafons, which is four 
fans {pun out into a ee 





If I had not been too “ill I fhould have thought of bidding you hear mid- 
night mafs on Chriftmas-eve in madame.du Deffand’s tribune, as I ufed to do. 


* She became ducheffe de Biron upon the death fame circumftances with herfelf, had no fuch 
of her hufband’s grandfather, the marechal' duc refources of their own. 
de Biron. This amiable Being, i in the prime of life,"and 

This amiable, interéfting,,and virtuous’wo- unaccufed of any crime, ‘was firft confined in 
man, the purity of whofe charaéter, even under her own houfe, then fent to a common jail, and 
all the unfavourable circumftances of an ill- foon after fell an undiftinguifhed viétim to the 
fuited marriage and a hufband’s ftrange ne- bloody and ruthlefs tyranny of Robefpierre. 
gleét, neither French profigacy nor French = That. there may have perifhed, in the courfe of 
levity had ever dared afperfe, having twice fled his indifcriminate flaughter, many viétims 
to this country, after the revolution in her own, equally innocent, is hardly to be doubied ; but 
to avoid that violence and thofe:perfecutions to .thofe who were perfonally acquainted with the 
which her noble birth _and ‘great perfonal for- “mild unmeddling charaéter, the quiet unaflum- 
tune could alone make her liable, unadvifedly ing fenfe, and the modeft difident manners of 
returned to Batis in the fpring of the year 1794, the du Biron, can never figure her to 
deluded by fallacious promifes of fcouthy, and by -themfelves, ried by ruffians to a prifon, and 
hopes of preferving fome of the very large for-  perifhing Seto a fcaffold, without peculiar 
tune to which the was heirefs, to afift thofe of nse coma of Renton melancholy, et he 
her friends and dependants, who, involyed inthe | ae 

‘ To 
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To be fure, you know that her apartment was part of madame du Monte- 

fpan’s, whofe arms are on the back of the grate in madame du Deffand’s own 

bed-chamber. A-propos, afk her to fhow you madame de Prie’s picture, 

aa Duc’s miftrefs—I am very fond of it—agd make her tell you her | 
. ory. fieih ; * . Wy ; 





T have but two or three words more. Remember my parcel/of letters 
from madame du D. and pray remember this injunétion, not to ruin your- 
felves in bringittg prefents. . A very flight fairing of a guinea ‘or two obliges 
as much, is more fafhionable, ahd not a moment fooner forgotten than a 
. magnificent one; and then you may very cheaply oblige the more perfons : 

. but as the fick fox, in Gay’s Fables, fays (for one‘always excepts onefelf), 


“ A chicken too might do me good-——”” 


I allow you to go as far as three or even five guineas fer a fnuff-box for 
me: and then, as told the king, when he afked for the re- 
verfion of the Light-houfe for two lives, and the king reproached him with 
having always advifed him againft granting reverfions; he replied, “ Oh fir, 
but if your majefty will give me this, I will take care you fhall never give 
away another,” | 








ih 
5 


Adieu, with my own left hand, 
| HOR, WALPOLE, 





‘ ¢ * Me : , 
(hE BOTT BRC. «he 
: Arlington-ftreet, December 31) 1774+ 


, NO child was ever fo delighted to go into breeches, as I was this morning 
to get on: a pair of cloth fhoes as big as Jack Harris's: this joy may be the 
fpirits of dotage—but what fignifies whence one is happy ? Obferve too 
that this is written with my own right hand, with the bootikin aétually 
upon it, which has no.diflinétion of fingers: fo [ no longer fee any miracle 
in Buckinger, who was famous for writing without hands or feet [as if it was. 
os ‘Aaz2 indifferent 
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indifferent which one ufes, provided one has:a pair of either]... Take notice, 
I write fo much better without fingers: than with, that I advife you to try a. 
bootikin. ‘To be fure, the operation is a little flower; but toa prifoner, 
_ the duration of his i is,of far more Confequence than the vivacity 
of it. " ig 


Lat night I received your very kind, I might fay your letter tout court, of 
Chriftmas-day, By this. time I truft you are quite out of pain about me. 
My fit has been as regular as poffible ; only, as if the bootikins were poft- 
horfes,- it made the grand tour of all my.limbs in three weeks. If it will 
always ufe the fame expedition, I am contest it fhould take the journey 
once in two years. You muft not mind my breaft: it was always’ the 
weakeft part of a very weak fyftem ; yet did not fuffer now by the gout, 
but in confequence of. it ;.and would not have been near fo bad, if I could 
have kept from talking and diGtating letters. The moment I am out of 
pain I am in high fpirits ; and though I never take any medicines, there is 
one thing abfolutely neceflary to be put into my mouth—a gag.. At prefent 
the town is fo empty that my tongue isa fine-cure, » 


I am well acquainted with the Bibliotheque du Roi, and the medals, and 
the prints. I fpent an entire day in looking over the Englifhi portraits, and 
kept the librarian without his dinner till dark night, till I was fatisfied. 
Though the Choifeuls * will not acquaint with you, I hope their abbé Barthe- 
lemi* is not put under the fame quarantine. Befides great learning, he has 
infinite wit and poliffonnerie, and i isone of the beft kind of men in the world. 
As to the grandpapa 4, il ne nous aime pas nous autres, and has never forgiven 
lord Chatham. Though exceedingly agreeable himfelf, I don’ : think his tafte 
exquifite. -—Perhaps T was piqued; but he feemed to like better than 
any of us. Indeed I ama little afraid that my dear friend’s impetuous zeal 
may have. been a little too prompt in preffing you upon them d’abord :—but 
don’t fay a'word of this—it is her great goodnefs.—I thank you a million 
of times for all j yours.to her :—the is periectiy ipa COE Thistle gos a: 

ah Qa 4 Lata 

Mr. ilangy and the ladies ethlipery beds) The ahr of the Voyage du jeu 
met with the moft flattering and diftinguithed  charfis. ee 
recéption at Paris from every body but the duc — 
and duchefle de’ Choifeul, who rather fe med to + Aname given to the due de Choifeut by 
decline their acquaintance. E, — du Deffand. _ 

| “The 
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to ‘Tut Hon. HENRY SEYMOUR CONWAY. r8r 


The chevalier’s* verfes are pretty enough. I i in’ 

gh. Town I like Saurin’s* much’ 
better than you feem to do. Perhaps I am prejudiced - , ; 
chancellor at the end. ; ~~ _ “or 


have not heard even a lie: but as this will not fq out thefe thr it i 

tl ee days, it 
to be hoped fome charitable chriftian will tell a*body one. seals jedanh 
we heard that the king of Spain had abdicated; but I believe it was fome 
ftock-jobber that had depofed him. : ‘ 


Not a word of news here. Ina fick-room ‘ent all there is, but I: 


Lord George Cavendith, for my folace in my retirement, has given me a 
book, the Hiftory of his own Furnefs-abbey, weitten by a Scotch ex-jefuit. 
JI cannot fay that this unnatural conjun¢tion of a Cavendifh and a jefuit has 
produced a lively colt ; but I found one paflage worth any money. It is in an 
extract of a conftable’s journal kept during the civil war; and ends thus : 
“And there was never heard of fuch troublefome and diftratted times as 


t Verfes written by the chevalier de Boufflers, 
to be prefented by madame du Deffand to the 
duke and duchefs of Choifeul. They are mere 
vers de focieté, and would not be tolerable out 


of the fociety for which they were written. E.’ 


+ They were addreffed to Mr. de Maletherbes, 
then premier prefident de la cour des aides 5 
fince {till more diftinguifhed by his having been 
the intrepid, though wnfuccefsful advocate 
chofen by the unfortunate Louis RVI. on his 
trial. He foon after perithed by the fame guillo~ 
tine, from which he could not preferve his ill- 
fated mafter. EB, - 


Sur monfieur de Maletherbes, premier prefi- 
dent de la cour desaidess 
ns i i asi 
0! qu'on aime la bonhommic, 
Qui dans ta grande ame allie 
Aes dete i 


: 


Tout Paris féte Malefherbes, 
Le plus grand et Je moins fuperbe 
Des revenans*. 


Jadis l’orateur qu’on renomme, 
De l'exilrevenu i Rome, , 
_ Eft méme accueil : 
Mais le Ciceron dé la France — 
De l'autre a toute l’éloquence 
Sans fon orgueil. 
. 


Amis, fa gloire ’embarraffe, 

Il faudra pourtant qu’ils’y fafle < 
Mais filons doux, © — , 

Et nous repofons fur l’hiftoire 5 

Sans plus lui, parler de fa gloire, 


* 


* Buvoits y tous— . 
A celui qui fi bien confeille 
Son maitre, dont il a Voreille*, 
Buvons aufli Beh 
A fa fanté——Je vous la porte, — 
Mais difons que’le diable gmporte | 
On fgait bien qui! iced 


a Le due de Choifeul. 
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thefe five years have been, but efpecially for confiables.” Tt is fo natural, 
” that inconventent to my lord Caftlecomer is {carce a better proverb. 


Pray tell lady A. that though the has been fo very good to me, I addrefs 
my letters to yourrather thy to her, becaufe my pen is not always upon its 
guard, but is apt to fay wifatever comes into its nib; and then if the peeps — 
over your fhaulder, I am cénfé not to know it, Lady Harriet’s withes have 
done me great good: nothing but a father’s gout could be obdurate enough 
to refift them. “My Mrs. D. fays nothing. to me; but I gives ‘her intentions 
credit, and ey her filence on you. 


P January 1, 17753 anda happy new year f 


I watx! Iwalk! walk alone !—I have been five times quite round my 
room to-day, and my month is not up! The day after to-morrow I thall 
go down into the dining-room; the next week to“take the air; and then 
if Mrs. is very prefling, why, I don’t know what may happen: 
Well! but you want news—there are none to be had. They think there is 
a fhip loft with Gage’s difpatches. Lady Temple gives all her diamonds to 
mifs Nugent. Lord Pigot loft 400 pounds the other night at princefs , 
Amelia’s. Mifs Davis has carried her caufe againft Mrs. Yates, and is to - 
fing cpr at ee sei This is all my coffee-houfe furnifhed this morning. 





ae Eh PP OC SE Me 
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De renece. January 15, 1775¢ : 


YOu: have ve me very happy by faying your journey to Naples is laid 
afide. Perhaps it made.too great impreffion on me; but you mutt reflect, 
that all my life I have fatished myfelf with your being perfeét, inftead - 
trying to be fo myfelf.. I don’t afk you to return, though I with it: 
truth, there is nothing to invite you. 1 don’ t want you to come.and ee 
fire aud {word againft the Boftonians, like that Aecond. duke of Alva the i in- 
flexible lord, G—— G the / 
works, like the incorruptible B. -who {coms lucre, “except. when he can buy. 
an hundred thoufand acres from naked Caribs for a fong. Idon’t want you 
todo any thing like a party-man, I truft ae think of every party as I do, 

6 with 
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with contempt, from lord Chatham's muftard-bowl down to lord Rocking- 
ham’s hartfhorn. _ All perhaps will be tried in their turns ; and yet, if they ° 
genius, might not be mighty enough to fave usx—From fome ruin or 

er I think nobody can, and what fignifies an option of mifchiefs ? 


An account is come of the Boftonians having oe an army. of fixteen 
thoufand men, who are to be called minute-men, a they are to be ready at a 
minute’s warning. Two siredtors or commiffioners, I don’t know what 
they are called, are appointed. There has. been too a kind of mutiny in 
the sth regiment. A foldier-was found drunk on his poft, Gage, in this 
time of danger, thought rigeur neceflary, and fent the fellow to a court- 
martial,’ “They ordered 200 lafhes. ‘The generdl ordered therm to improve 
their fentence. Next day it was publifhed in the Bofton Gazette. He 
called them before him, and require them on oath to abjure the communi- 
cation: three officers refufed. Poor G. is to be fcape-goat, not for this, 
but for what was a reafon againft employing him, incapacity. 1 wonder at 
the precedent !, Howe is talked of for his fucceffdr,-Well, I haye done 
with you !/—Now I {hall go gofhi p with lady A————. 


. You mutt know, madam, that near Bath is oreland. anew Parvaffus, com-- 
pofed of three laurels, a myrtle tree, a weeping-willow, and .a view of the 
Avon, which has been new chriftened Helicon. Ten years ago there lived 
a madam ——, an old rough humourift who pafled for a wit; her daughter 
who paffed for nathan, married to a captain -——, full of good-natured offi- 
cioufnefs. Thefe good folks were friends of mifs Rich ' ", who’carried me to 
dine with them at , now Pindus. “They caught alittle of what was 
then called tafte, built and planted, and begot children, till the whole cara- 





‘van were forced to. go abroad to retrieve. Alas! Mrs. -~—~ is returned a 


beauty, a genius, a Sappho, a tenth mufe, assomaatic as mad!* Scuderi, 
and as fophifticated as Mrs, V-————. The captain's ‘fingers are loaded 
with cameos, his tongue runs over’ with virti; and that both may con+ 


. tribute to the improvement of their own couiitry, they have ‘introduced 


buuts-rimés as a new difeovery. They hold a Parnaffus-fair every Thurfday, 
give out rhymes and themes, and all the flux of quality at Bath centend for 
the prizes, 4 en vale dreffed with ms ribbands and myrtles receives 


Daughter of fir Rober Rich, and Sdaeega the lectin ibe of Geoake leet Letidion. " 
e 
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the poetry, which is drawn out every feftival: fix jadeee of thefe Olympic 
games retire and feleét the brighteft compofitions, which the refpective fuc- 
cefsful &4cknowledge, kneel to Mrs. Calliope » kis her fair hand, and 
are crowned by it with myrtle, with—I don’t binow: what. You may think 
‘this a fiction, er -Yesfon my ft dumb, unbelievers! The collection is 





printed, publifhed—Yesjon my faith! there are bouts-rimés on a buttered 
muffin, by her grace thé duchefs of Northumberland; receipts to make 
them by Corydon the venerable, alias ; others very pretty, by lord 
P ; fome by lord C ; many by Mrs. herlelf, that 
have no fault but wanting metre ; and immortality promifed to her without 
end or meafure, In fhort, fince folly,-which never ripens to,madnefs but in 
this hot climate, ran diftrdéted, there never was any thing fo entertaining, 
or fo dull—for you cannot read {0 long as I have been telling. 


€ 














January 17. 
Berore I could finifh this, I received your difpatches by fir T. Clarges, 
and a moft entertaining letter in three tomes. It is being very dull not to 
be able to furnifh a quarter fo much from your own country—but what can 
Ido? You are embarked in a new world, and I am living on the {craps of 
an old one, of which I am tired. The beft I can do is to reply to your 
letter, and not attempt to amufe you when I have nothing to fay. 1 think 
the parliament meets to-day or in a day or two—but I hope you are coming— 
Your brother fays fo, and mad. du Deff. fays fo; and fure it is time to leave 
Paris, when you know ninety of the inhabitants. There feems much af- 
feGtation in thofe that will not know you’; and affectation is always a lit- 
tlenefs—it has been even rude; ‘but to be fure the rudenef one feels leaft 
is that which is addreffed to one before there has been any acquaintance. 


Ninon came’, becaufe, en mad. du D.’s mentioning it, I concluded it a 
new work, and am difappointed. I can fay this by heart... The picture of 
mad. de Prie*, which you don’t {eem to value, and fo mad+ du ‘D. fays, 
I believe I fhall difpute with you: 1 think it charming, but when offered 


tome years ago, k would not take it—it was now given to you a little a 
mon intertion, 


Tam forry that, amongft all the verfes you have fent me, you fhould have 


* The duke de Choifeul. * The Life of Ninon de l’Enclos. * It isnow at Strawberry-hill. 
‘ forgotten 







~ serene: banal: a Les trois Re L Liaw you 
will bring Sem with you, Voltaire’s are intolerably ftupid, and not above 
e level of Miicers:in garrifon. Some of M, de Pezay's are very’ pretty, 
tho gh there i is too much of them; and in truth I had feea them. beforea 
Thofe-on mad. dela, Valiere pretty too, but.ong is a little tired of Venus ° 
and the Graces. I atty moft. pleafed «with your‘ n—and. if you have a 
mind tolike them {till better, make mad. du Dy: thew you mine which are 
neither French, 1 nor meafure, nor metre. She is unwilling to tell me fo; 
3 which diverts me. Yours are. mpelly oe and new. an 

Pick tePtiye Nes 65 7 Wh 

- Lenvy you the Ruflian siakiatee » more than M. de Chamfort’ s “fables, 
Hs which I know nothing ; ; and as you fay no more, I conclude I lof not 
much. The flories of fir Charles * aré fo far not new to me, that I heard 
them of him from abroad after he tas mad: but I believe no mortal of 
his. acquaintanée ever heard them before ; nor did they at all correfpond 
with lis former life, with his treatment of his wife, or his hiftory with Mrs. 
Woft ngton,. qui_n’étoit pas dupe. I fay nothing on the other ftories you 
tell me of bileerdigpped ‘et pour caute, 






I think I have touched all your, paragraphs, ; and have nothing new to 
fend you in return. _ In truth, I go no where but into private rooms ; for T 
am not enough recovered to re-launch. into the world, when I have fo good 
an excufe, for avoiding. it. The bootikins have done “wonders; ‘but even 
two or three fuch vistories will coft too dear. I fubmit ag, patiently to my 
Pa 6. Ge had 
ines, fens ‘with es * Thefe a donor appear. 
. 5 the ¥i CP mteffe de ‘ 
bis at the beginning of y when it a ‘Phe gels i the révolution in ‘Ruths 
was the univerfal afin: Paris to interchange which placed ‘Catherine If. on the throne, by 
by the nameof etrennetE. M4. de ta Rylhicrey now publithed. Mx, Con- 
Phe dita WAY Facngg soiied ee 
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fot, Tam old and broken; and it never was my fyftem to im  Fofe upon. 
myfelf when one can deceive nobody elfe. 1 have’ fpirits enopgh for my 
rei that is, amongft my friends and cotemporaries: I like ‘young people 
and their happinefs for every thing but to live with; but I cannot learn their 

language, nor tell them old ftories, of which I mutt explain every ftep as I 
go. Politics, t the proper refource of age, I deteft—I am contented, ‘but fee 
few that aré fo—and I néver will be led by any man’s felf-intereft. ‘A great 
fcene is opening, of which I cannot expect to fee the end ; 1 am’ pretty fure 
not a happy end—fo that, in fhort, I am determined’to_ think the reft of my 
life but a pofticript : and as this has been too Jong an one, I will with you 
good night, repeating whateyou know already, that the return of you three 
is hess mot — profpeét I —— to fee post xce ee! Breit 


gt 





LETTER ch 
! Strawberry-bill, July 9, 1975 
THE whole bufinefs of this letter vlad hie.in half aline. Shall you 
have room for me on Tuefday the 18th? I am putting myfelf into motion 
that I may go farther. I told madamedu Deffand how you had fcolded me 
on her account, and fhe has charged’me tothank you, and tell you how 
much the withes to fee you too. I would give any thing to go——But the 


gding !+-However; I really think I thall—but 3 grow ef affected with 
‘a vanaladie de fantille, — pt taking root at sats 3 


I did but sat my eka into London on Thurfday; and more bad news. 
from America. 1 wender when it willbe bad enough to make. folks think 
it fo, without going on! The ftocks indeed begin to grow a Tittle nervous, 
and they are apt to affect other pulfes. ‘T heard this evening here that the 
Spanith flect is failed, and that we are not in the fecret whither—but I 
don’t anfwer for sp ret gazettes, and Phaye no better. Ihave a 
great mind to tell you a ‘Twickenham ftory ; and yet it will be-good for 
nothing, as I cannot fend you the accent in a letter. Here it is ; and you mutt 
try to fet it to the right emphafis. ” “One of our maccaronis is dead, a ‘cap~ 
tain M » the tearman’s fon. He pee quitted the army, becaufe, his 

comrades 
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Hed bim captain Hyfon, ‘and applied himfelf to learn the clatt 
g-thinking ; and was always difputing with the parfon, of the 

about To and his owit fouls’ He married mifS Paulin’s warchoute; 
io had fix hundred a year; but, being very: ‘mech out of conceit with his, 
own canifter, could not reconcile himfelf to ‘her niding- -hood-—fo they, parted 
beds in three nights. Of late he has'taken to writing comedies, which every 
body was wel¢ome to hear him read, as he could get nobody to aét them, 
Mrs, M— “has a friend, gne Mrs. V———, ‘a mighty plauifible good fort 
of body, who feels for every body, and a good deal for herfelf, is of a certain 
age, wears well, has fome pretenfions that the thinks very reafonabje . ftill, 
and a gouty hufband. Well# the was talking to Mr, Raftor about ca 
M——— a little before he died. Pray, fir, does the captain er.c 
ni¢ate his writings to Mrs. “M—— ?—Ohdear, no, madam ; “he has a fo- 
vereign contempt for her. underftandin ing.—Poor ‘wor twAnd pray, fit, ¢ 
give me leave to afk you: I think have heard that they very feldom fleep to- 
gether ?—Oh, never, madam! Don’t you know all that }—Poor woman !— 
Idon’t know whether you will laugh; but Mr. Raftor, who tells a ftory 
better than any body, made me laugh for two-hours. Good night, 
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ifn iif tis. Pati, September 8 “75. 
THE delays of thi pott, and its, departure | before ‘its arsival, faved, me 
fome, days of anxiety for lady A——~, and prevented. my telling you how: con 
cerned Iam for her accident ; though I truft by this 1 ume fhe. x hot even 
ae ey a | fea the hortor you. mutt have felt during her fuffering i in ie , 
a es tof. tbat 3 and though nobody. adinires her needle- 
se more Tam sega chat it Walt be eae faferer— 
However, I ‘am very i impatient for a farther account. Madame du Defland, 
‘who you ‘ ever loves her_ friends. halyes, and whofe . impatic 
" never allo vs itfelf ‘time to inform itfelf, was out o' her wits becaufe J cor ms 
explain exadtly how the accident happened, and w aC re, . She 
re ‘tl ough the poft was jut gone; a fo pa a. 
the accident, the fell into a new diftrels about. er fans for 










bury had been pyr a at : Pak place and diflocated her wrift., 
be bs". SB be madame 
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madame de Marchais, and concludes they have been overturned ay@ broken 
too. In Short, 1 never faw any thing like her—She has made engaements for 
e till Monday fe’nnight ; in which/are included 1 don’t kavw how many 
p ac ons into the country; and as nobody ever leaves her without her en- 
gaging them for another time, all thefe parties’ will be fo many polypufes, 
that will fhoot out into new ones every way. Madame de Jonfac, a great 
friend of mine, arrived the day before’ yefterday, and madame du Deffand 
has pinned her down to ‘meeting me at her hqufe four times before next 
Tuefday, all.parenthefes, that aré not to interfere with our‘other fuppers; _ 
and from thofe fuppers I néver get to bed before two or three o'clock... In 
“fhort, I need have the activity of a {quirrel, andthe ftrength of a Hercules, to 
go through my labowrs—not to count how many demélés I have had to rac- 
commode, and how many niemoires to prefent againft Tonton '; who grows 
the greater favourite the more-people he devours.» As I am the only’perfon 
who dare correét him, I have already infifted on his being confined in. the 
Baftile every day after five o'clock, ‘T’other night he flew at lady Barry- 
more’s face, and’ I thought would have torn her‘eye out; but it ended in 
biting her finger. She was terrified ;. the fellinto tears. Madame du Def- 
fand, who has too much parts not to fee every thing in its true light, per- 
ceiving that fhe had not beaten Tonton half enough, immediately told usa 
ftory of a lady, whofe dog having bitten a piece out‘ofia gentleman’s leg, 
the tender dame, in a great fright, cried out, ‘ Won't it make, my dog 
fick ?”*- i. Sly 


Lady Barrymore has taken.a houfe? She will be glutted with conquefts ; 
I never faw any bédy fo much adinired. I doubt her poor little head will 
be quite overfet. " P 


Madame de Marchais is «harming! “eloquence and, attention itfelf I 
cannot ftir for peaches, neCtarines, grapes and. bury-pears, You would 
think Pomona was in Jove with me. » am not fo tranfported, with N 
cock and hen, ‘They are a tabor’ and pipe that Ido mot underftand. . He 
‘mouths and fhe fqueaks, and neither articulates., M. d’Entragues Ihave not ' 
feen. Upon the whole, I am much more pleafed with Paris than ever L was ; 
and, perhaps, thall ftay a‘hetle longer than I intended. The Harry 





7A favourite dog of madame du Deffand’s, Sa bl yal 
ce ES 
ee Gren- 
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Grenvill\‘ are arrived... Idined with them at madame de Viry’s’, who has 
he conqueft of France by her behaviour on madame Clotilde’s 
wedding, a the fétes the gave. Of other Englifh I wot not, but.grieve 
‘the Richmonds do not come. 4 





I am‘charmed with doétor Bally ; nay, and. with the king of Pruffia—as 
muchas I can be with-a northern monarch. . For your Kragen, I think we 
ought to procure a female one, and marry it to Ireland, that we may breed 
fome new iflands againft we have loft America, I knowsnothing of faid 
America. There is not a Fresichman that does not think us diftracted, - 

irae ee, oe 

T ufed to fcold you about your bad. writing, ind perceive Ihave written 

in fuch a hurry and blotted my letter fo much, that you will not be able to 
read it: but confider how few morhents 1 have to myfelf. 1 am forced to 
ftuff my ears with cotton to get any fleep.—However, my journey has done 
me good. I have thrown off at leaft fifteen years. Here isa letter for my 
dear Mrs. D from madame de , who thinks fhe dotes on you 


all. Adieu! 5 ae ‘ 








P.S. I thall bring you two cloges of marthal Catinat, not becaufe I ad- 
mire them, but becaufe Iadmire him, becaufe I think him very like you. 


——————————— 
oS SET TSR cw stp 
age sg ” Paris, Odtober’6) 1775. 


IT will look like a month fince I wrote to you; but Ihave been coming, 

and am. Madame du Deffand has been fo ill, that the-day the was feized 

I thought the would not live: till,night, . Her Herculean weaknefs, which 
could not refift ftrawberriesand cream after fupper, has furmounted all the 

, ups and dowas which followed her excefs ; but her impatience to go every 
' where ‘and-do’ every thing has been attended with a kind of relapf{e, and 
~-¥Henty Grepville, brother to the firt earl comte de'Viry when he was minifter at Lon- 
“Temple. He married mifs Margaret Banks, don from the courtof Turin, She is one of the 
the celebrated beauty. ladies to whom Gray’s long {tory is addrefled. E. 


2 Mifs Harriet Speed, She had married M, le ba rie 
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allow her to take tio nourifhment to recruit, and the will: of inani- 
tion, if the does not live upon it. She cannot hift her head the pillow 
Hithout étourdiffemens; and yet her fpirits gallop fafter than’ any body’s, 
and fo do her repartees. She has a great fupper to-night for the duc de 
Choifeul, and was in fuch a ‘paffion yefterday with her cook about it, and 
that put Tohton into fuch a‘rage, that. nos dames de faint Jofeph thought 
the devil or the philofophers were flying away,with their convent!” As I 
have icarce quifted her, 1 can have had nothing to tell you.” If the gets 
well, as I truft, 1 fhall fet out on ‘the 12th ; but “Featisiot leave her in any 


another kind “of giddinefs : fo that 1 am not quite eafy about wa as they 


danger—though I fhall run . many myfelf, if I Ray longer. Ihave kept fuch 
bad hours with this ma/ade; that I have had alarms of gout ; and bad wea-' 
ther, worfe inns, and a voyage in winter, will ill fuit me. The fans arrived 


at a propitious moment, and fhe immediately had them opened'on ‘het bed, 
and felt all the patterns, and had all the papers defcribed. | She was all fatif- 
faction and thauaks,and fwore me to do her full juftice to lady A—— and 
Mrs. D Lord Harrington and lady Harriet are arrived; but have 
announced and perfifted in a dtrict invifibility. 





I know nothing of my chere patrie, but what I learn from the London 
Chronicle ; and that ‘tells me, that the trading towns are fuing out lettrés 
de nobleffe, that is, entreating theyking to put an end to commerce, that 
they may all be gentlemen. Here agriculture, ceconomy, «reformation, 
philofophy, are the bon-ton even at'court. The two nations feem to have 
croffed over aid figured in; but as people that copy take the bad with the good, 
as well as the good with the bad, there was two.days ago a great horfe-race 
in the plain de Sablon, between the comte d’ Artois, the duc de Chartres, 
monfieur de Conflans, and the duc de Lauzun. The latter won by the 
addref$ of a litthe Englih pqftillion, who is in fuch fathion, ‘that I don’t 
know whether ho Academy will not give him for the ip ef an cloge. 


The duc de Choifeul, I faid, is here; and ashe hind ino ikidar putioff . 
his departure, cela fait. beaucoup de bruit. I hall not be’at all furprifed if © 


he refumes the reins, as (forgive me a pun) he has the Reine already. 
Mefirs. de Turgot and Malefherbes certainly totter—but I thall tell-you no 
more till I fee you; for, though this goes*by a private hand, it is fo private, 
that Idon’t know it, being an Englith merchant's, who lodges in this hotel, 


La 


= 
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“iri wityn I.do not know by fight: fo perhaps I may bring you word of 
this lette\myfelf. I flatter myfelf lady A——’s arm has recovered its 
ftraightneds des cunning. » > ae ‘ 


Madame du Deffand fays I love you better than any thing in. the worlds 
Iftrue, I hope you have not lefs penetration: if you have not, or dit is not 
true, what would profeffions ayail?—So.1 leave that matter: in fufpenfe. 
Adieu ! Ht MER hy 

. if "9  Oober 7. 
Mapame du Deffand wes ‘quite well yefterday ; and at near pne this 
morning | left the duc de C@hoifeul, the duchefs de Gramimont, the prince 
and princefs of Beauveau, princefs of Poix, the marechale de Luxembourg, 
duchefs de Lauzun, ducs de Gontaut et de Chabot, and Caraccioli, round her 
chaife longue ; and the herfelf was hot a dumb perfonage.-l have not heard 
yet how fhe has flept, and muft fend away my letter this moment, as I muft 
drefs to go to-dinner with monfieur de Malefherbes at madame de Ville- 
gagnon’s.. I muft repofe a great while. after all this living in company ; 
nay, intend to go very little into the world again, as Ido not admire the 
French way of burning one’s candle to the very {nuff in public. Tell 
Mrs. D——, that the fafhion now is to ereét the toupée into a high detached 
tuft of hair, like a cockatoo’s creft; and this toupée they call /a jhyfionomie 
—I don’t guefs why. 


My laquais is come back from faint Jofeph’s, and fays Marie de Vichy’ has 
had a very good night and is*quite well,—Philip *, let my chaife be ready om 
Thurfday. , , 


oo — 


. . 
L\E.T TE R . CV. 
Strawberry-hill, June 30, 1776. 


I ‘WAS ‘very glad to receive your letter, not only becaufe always. mott 
glad to “fiear of you, but becaufe T wifhed to write to you, and had ab- 
folutely nothing ‘to fay till I had fomething to anfwer. I hae lain but 
two nights ig town fincé I faw you, have been elfe conftantly here, very 

F FNS 


Lal el Pict Gig Fae ‘2 
Ta 4 . \ */The maiden name‘of madame du Deffand. 


. 5 “) Mr, Walpole’s valet de chambre. 
I much 
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” a 
much employed, though doing, hearing, knowing exaétly nothing, 1 have: 


had a gothic architcét from Cambridge to defign me a gallery, gvhich will 
cp if a moufe, that is, in an hexagon’ clofet of feycas diamgter- 
) have been making a beauty-room, which was effe&ted by buying two 
dozen. of {mall cpies of fir Peter Lely, and hanging them up; and I have 
been making hay, which is not made, becaufe 1 put it- off for three days, 
as [chofe it’thould adorn the landfcape when I was to have company; 
and fo the rain is come, and has drowned it—However, as 1 can even turn 
#¥iculator wher it is'to. comfort me for not minding my ifttereft, I have 
difcovered that it is five to one better for methat/my hay fhould be. {poiled 
than nots for, as the cows will cat it if it is damaged, which horfes wills 
not, and as Ihave five cOws and but one horfe,,is not it plain that the 
worfe my hay is, the better? Do not you with your refining head go, and, 
out of exceffiye friendthip, find out fSmething to deftroy my fyftem. 1 
had rather be a philofopher than a rich man; and yet have fo Jittle philo- 
fophy, that I had much.rather be content than be in the right. 





Mr. and lady—— have been here four or five days—fo I had both 
content and exercife for my philofophy. I with lady —— was as fortunate ! 
The Pembrokes, Churchills, Le Texier, as you will have heard, and ‘the 
Garricks, have been with us. Perhaps, if alone, Imight have come to-you 
—but you are all too healthy and harmonious. I can neither walk nor 
fing—nor, indeed, am fit for any thing but to amufe myfelf in a fedentary 
trifling way. What I have moft certainly not’been doing, is writing any 
thing: a truth] fay to you, but do not defiré you to repeat. I deign to 
fatisfy icarce any body elfe. WlHoever reported that I was writing any 
thing, muft have been fo totally unfounded, that they either blundered by 
guefling without reafon, or knew they lied—and that could not be with any 
kind intention; ‘though faying 1 am going to do.what I am-not going to 
do, is wretched enough. Whatever is faid of me without truth, any body 
is welcome to believe that pleafes. In faét, though 1 have fearce a fettled 
purpofe about any thing, I think I fhall never write any more. Ihave 


written a great deal too much, unlefs I had written better, and I know I 4 


fhould now only write ftill-worfe. One's talent, whatever it is, does not: 
improve at near fixty—yet, if I liked it, I daré to fay a good reafén would 
snot ftop my inclination :—but Iam grown moft indolent in that refpeét, 
and .moft abfolutely indifferent to every purpofe of -vanity. ‘Yet without 
vanity Lam become ftill prouder and more,contemptuous. J shave a con- 

tempt 


= 
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=, 
tempt ‘countrymen that makes me defpife their approbation. The 


applayfe oftflaves gnd of the foolifh mad is below ambition. Mine isthe 


“haughtinefs oiaf\ ancient Briton, that cannot write what would pleafe 


this age, atid would not if he could, Whatever happens in América, this 
country is undone. I defire ‘to be reckoned of the laft age, and to be thought 
to have lived to be fuperannuated, preferving my fenfes only for myfelf and 
for the few Ivaluc. T'cannot afpire to be traduced liké Algérnon Sydney, 
and content myfelf with faprificing to him amongft my lares, Unalterable 
in my principles, carelefs about moft things below effentials, sindulging 
myfelf in trifles by fyften, annihilating myfelf by choice, but dreading 
folly at an unfeemly age, I*contrive to pafs my time agreeably enough, 
yet fee its terminationwapproach without anxiety. This is a true piéture 
of my mind; and it ‘muft be true, becaufe drawn for you, whom I would | 
not deceive, and could not if I would. Your queftion on my being writ- 
ing drew it forth, though’with more ferioufnefs than the report deferved— 
yet talking to one’s deareft friend is neither wrong nor out of féafon. 


Nay, you are my beft apology. Ihave always contented myfelf with vour 


being perfect, or, if your modefty demands a mitigated term, I will fay, 
unexceptionable, Its comical, to be fure, to have always been more fo- 
licitous about the virtue of one’s friend than about one’s own—yet I re- 
peat it, you are my apology—though I never was fo unreafonable as to 
make you anfwerable for my faults in return: I take them wholly to 
myfelf——-But enough of this, When 1 know my own mind, for hitherto | 
have fettled no plan for my fummer, I will come to you, Adieu! 


‘Sir; 
v 





Mi LETTER CVI. 
‘ a Thurfday, 3r. 
THANKoyou for your letter: | I'fend this by the coach. You will have 
found a new fcene “not ‘an ufexpeéted one by you and me, though I do 
not pretend’ Pthought it fo near, {[ rather imagined France would have 
inftigated Or winked at Spain’s beginning with us. Here is a folution of 
msdeclarine themfelves independent. Oh! the folly, the 
gilt of having plunged us into this aby! Were we and a 
| with any-uncommon penetration '—No—They who did 


. om On ‘the opening of the parliament in the year’ 1776. 
: Cc ° not 
* 
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— 
mot fee%as far, would not. I am. impatient, to hear the complexidi of 
to-day. 1 fuppofe it will on the part of adminiftration have begga yretch- 
e¢ farce of fear daubed over with airs.of ;bullying. You fo not ng 
we acted like yourfelf, feeling for ourfituation, abovefinfulting, and un- 
provoked but at the criminality that has, brought us to, this pafs. Purfue 
your own path, nor lean to the. court that may be paid to yow/on either 
ide, as 1am fure you will not regard their being difpleafed that you donot 


go as far as their interefted views may with. a 
€ 1 





e . 

If the ‘court fhould receive any more of whg they call good news, I 
think the war with France will be unavoidable. It was the victory at 
Long’ Ifland, and the frantic prefumption it occafioned, that has ripened 
France’s meafures——And now we are.to awe them by prefling—an act that 
{peaks our impotence !—which Francedid not want to learn! 


I would have come to town, but I had declared fo much T would sot, 
that I thought it would look as if I came to enjoy the diftrefs of the mini- , 
fters—but I do not enjoy the diftrefs of my country... I think we are un- 
done—I have always thought fo—whether we enflaved America or loft it 
totally—So we that were againft the war could expect no good iffue. If 
you do return to Park-place to-morrow, you will,oblige me much by break- 
fafting here: you know it waftes you very little time. 


I am glad I did not know of Mrs. D——’s fore throat till it 1s almoft 
well, Pray take care and do not catch it. 


Thank you forsyour care of mt: I will ndt flay a great deal here, but at 
prefent I never was better in my life—and here I have no vexatious mo-' 
ments. I hate to difpute; I fcorn to triumph myfelf, and it is very. diff- 
cult to keep my temper when othersedo.. I own I have another reafon 
for my retirement, which is prudence. I have thought of it Jate, but 
at leaft 1 will not run into any new expence: It would coft me. more 
than I care to afford. to buy a houfe in town, unlefs I do it to take fome of 
my money out of the ftocks, for which I tremble a little. My brother is* 
feventy; and if I live myfelf, Lmutt not build too, much on his life ; and 
you know, if he fails, I lofe the moft fecure part of my incomes, refufed 
from lord Holland, and laft year from lord North, to accept the place for 
my own'life; and having never done a dirty. thing, 1 will not’ difgrace 

3 myfelt 
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fA at ¥ifty-nine. I fhould like tolive'as well as I have done ; but what 
I -with¥mor®; is to fecure what T havealready faved for thofe I would take 
care bf after me&\Thefe are the true reafons of my dropping all thoughts 
of a better houfe it town, and of living {6 privately here. I will not facri- 
fice my health to my prudence ; but my temper is {0 violent; that I know 
the tranquillity I enjoy here in folitude, is of much more benefit’ to “my 
health, ‘than the air of the country is detrimental to it. You fee Pean be 
reafonable when I have tine to reflect; but philofophy has a poor chance. 
with me when my warmth is ftirred—and yet I know, that an-angry old 
man out of parliament, and-tlat can do nothing but be angry, is a sidicu- 
Jous animal, a 


. 
— — 
ren 


LETTER CVIL 





Strawberry-hill, July 10, 1777. 


DON’T be alarmed at this thoufandth letter in a week. This is more 
to lady Hamilton" than to you. Pray tell her I have feen momfieur la Ba- 
taille d’ Agincourt*.* He brought me her letter yefterday : and I kept him 
to fup, flees in the modern phrafe, and breakfaft here this morning; and 
flatter myfelf he was, and fhe will be, content with the regard I paid to her 
letter, 


The weather is a thought warmer to-day, and I am as bufy as bees are 
about their hay. My Aayfians? have coft meas much as if’ I had hired 
them of the landgrave. ; 


I am glad your invafion* is blown over, I fear I muft invite thofe flat- 
bottomed veffels hither, as the Swiffefs Necker has diseéted them to the port 
of Twickenham. Madame de Blot is too fine, and monfieur Schomberg 
oné of the moft difagreeable, crofs, contemptuous favages I ever faw. I 

ive oO a upped with him at the duchefs de Choifeul’s, and could not 
bear bingeyegce I muft be charmé and fenetré and comblé to {ee him : 


Co gaa, 
* The firh wife of fir William Hamilton, en- —* Heffians. 
voy ary ‘at the court of Naples. * A party of French nobility then:in Eng- 
3M. le chevaligr d’Azincovrt, a French anti- land, who were tohave made a vilit at Park- 


quary, long fettled in Italy. place. 
oS “ 3Ce2 and 
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and I thall a@tit very ill, as I always do when I don’t do Ww ci. 
Madame Necker’s letter is as affected and précieufe, as if Maraiontdl had 

_ wyitten it for a Peruvian milk-maid..” She fays Iam a pher, aid as 
like madame de Sevigné as two peas—who was as unliké.a philofopher as 
agridiron. As*I have none of madame de Sevigné’s natural eafy wit, I 
am rejoiced that 1am no more like a philofopher neither, and. fill lefs like 
a philofophe} which is a being compounded of D’Urfey and esis 2 


pattoral coxcomb and a fupercilious brute. a 


EE mo 
» © 
*“LET.TER CVYITt. 


Tuefday evening, Sept. 16, 17°77. 


I HAVE got a delightful plaything, if I had time for play. It is a 
new fort of camera-obfcura* for drawing the portraits of perfons, or pro- 
fpeéts, or infides of rooms, and does not depend on the fun or any thing. 
The misfortune is, that there is a vaft deal of machinery and putting toge- 
ther, and lam the worft perfon living for managing it. You know I am 
impenetrably dull in every thing that requires a grain” of common fenfe. 
The inventor is to come to me on Friday, and try if he can make me re- 
member my right hand from my left. I could as foon have invented my 
machine as manage it; yet it has coft me ten guineas, and may coft me as 
much more as I pleafe for improving it. You will conclude it was the 
dearnefg tempted me. I believe I muft keep an aftronomer, like Mr. 
Beauclerc, to help me to play with my rattle. The inventor, who feems 
very modeft and fimple, but I conclude an able flatterer, was in love with 
my houfe, and vowed nothing ever fuited his camera fo well. To be fure, 
the painted windows and the profpeéts, and the gothic chimneys, &c. &c. 
were the delights of one’s eyes, when no bigger than a filver penny. You 
would know how to manage it, as’ if you had never done any thing elfe. 
Had not you better come and fee’ it? You will learn’ how to conduct it, 


with the pleafare of correéting my awkwardnefs and’ unlearnability. Sir‘. 


Jofhua Reynolds and Weft have each got one; and the duke of Northumber- 
land is fo charmed with the invention, that 1 dare fay he can, talk upon 
and, explain it till I fhould underftand ten times lefs of the matter than I 


h.: 
» The machine called a delineator. 
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p Remember, neither lady A. nor you, nor Mrs. D. have feen my new 
diving cloiet, nor,the billiard-fticks with which the countefs of Pembroke 
and fArcadia ufc to play with her brother fir Philip; nor the portrait of 
la belle Jennings ih the ftate bedchamber. I goto town this day fe’nnight 
for a day or two; and as,’to de./ure, Mount-Edgecumbe has put you out of 
humour with Park-place, you may deign to leave it for a moment.” \f never 
did fee Cotchel', and am forry. Is not the old wardrobe ‘there ftill ? 
There was one from the time of Cain; but Adam’s breeches and Eve’s un- 
der petticoat were eaten by a goat inthe ark. Good-night," 4. 


=—_—? ————— 


LETTER Cx. 
. 


O&ober 5, 1777. 

YOU are exceedingly good, and I fhall affuredly accept your propofal in 

the fulleft fenfe, and, to enfure Mrs. D——, beg I may expe& you on 

Saturday next the 11th, If lord and lady William Campbell will do me 

the honour of accompanying you, I fhall be moft happy to fee them, and 

expet mifs Caroline*, Let me know about them, that the fiate bed- 
chamber may be aired. ' 


My difficulties about removing from home arife from the confcioufnefs of 
my own weaknefs. I make it a rule, as much as 1 can, to conform where- 
ever I go. Though I am threefcore to-day, 1 fhould not think that an age 
for giving every thing. up; but it is for whatever one has not ftrength to 
perform. You, though not a vaft deal younger, are as healthy and ftrong, 
thank God, as ever you was; and you cannot have ideas of the mortification 
of being ftared atiby ftrangers and fervants, when one hobbles, or cannot do 
as others do. I delight in being with you, and the Richmonds, and thofe I 
Jove and know ; but the crowds of young people, and Chichefter folks, and 
officers, and ftrange fervants, make me afraid of Goodwood, I own, My 

z fpirits are never low, but they will feldom laft out the whole day; and 
though I dare to fay I appear to many capricious, and different from the:reft 
of the world, there is more reafon in my behaviour than there feéms. You 


* The old eee of the family of Edgecumbe, 12 miles diftant from Mount Edgecumbe. 
* Mifs Caroline Campbell, eldeft daughter of lord William Campbell. 






it is hard if 1 do not know myfelf b: ons i 
with me will probably fuit me. beft it 
ridiculous to talk fo-much of myfelf, and to enter into fuch trifling 

but» vow are the perfon in the .world-that I with to convince that Ido not. a 


merely frou: humour or ill-humour; though I confefs at:the fame time vee sa 


1 want your bonhommie, and shave a difpofition , not to care atall for p 

that I do not abfolutely | like.” Icould fay a great deal smoré on this bi 4 
but it if not proper; though, when’ one has pretty much done with the. 
world, I think with lady Blandford that one may indulge one’s {elf ity one’s 
owt auhtins and partialitie? in one’s own houfe. Ido not mean, fill lef to 
profefs, retirement, becaufe it A {8 ridiculous to go on with the world to 
the laft, than to return to it: but in a quict way it has long been my. put- 
pofe to drop a great deal of it. OF all things I'am fartheft from not’ ine 
tending to come often to Park-place, whenever you have little company; 
atid dhad-rather’be with you in November than in July, becaufe T am fo 
totally unable to’ walk farther than a fnail. I will never fay any more on 
thefe fubjeéts, Becaufe there may be as mich affectation in being over-old, 
as folly in being over-young. My idea of age is, that one has’ nothing 
really to do but what one ought, and what is reafonable. All ‘ffeacieihs 
are pretenfions ; ; and pretending to be any thing one is not, ‘caiinot deceive 
when one is known, as évery body muft be that has” lived long. LB do 1 not 
mean that old folks may not'have pleaftires, if they ca can; but then Tthink 
thofe pleafures are confined to poe comfortable, and to enjoying the few 
friends one has not outlived, fair as toown, that one’s duties are 
not pleafures. T have given bs a py deal of miy ah to nephews and | 
nieces, even to fome I can haye little affection: for, Jove my nieces, 
nay like them ; but people above forty years seen ar certainly not the 
tociety I thould’ feck. ‘They’ cai only think and talk “of ‘what is, or is to 
come}; I certainly am more difpofed to think and talk of: f w hat is pa 

the obligation of pafling the end of long 1 life i in Bee! of totally new c 
pany is more irkfome to ‘me than ties Jen deal of an ti mie, as 
quitealone. Family love and ae make — poe tereft m 
young people of my own family—for the whole eft, ie “young 
they are as indifferent to fe as Puppets or blac black children, |. Tr 
creed, anda key to my whole condudt, , and nenpere feel on 
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I thou'x.ufe. different co Beat oce 
ages.» When ‘kf love, afteion, friendihip, e, liking, I thould 
spe Fon er ‘colour, carmine, blue, green, yellow, cotemporaries : 
_ for new comers, the firft would be of no colour; the others, purple, brown, 
crimfon; ‘and-changeable. Remember,-one tells one’s creed duly to otie’s 
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i * July 8, 1978. 
TH: VE had ae conver{ation Sis a. miitifterial perfon, cn the fubjée . 
, eo: pacification with France; and he dropped'a hint,. that as, we thould not * -_ 
have. much chance of a..good peace, the oppofition would,make great  ~* 

ron it. I fai id a few words on the duty. of minifters to. do what 

ey thought right, b the confequence what it would, But as: honeft men 
ot want fuch leétures, and. dithoneft will not let them weigh, Tswaved 
theme, to dwell on what i is more likely to be perfuafive, and which Lam 
-perfuz sac no lefs true than the former maxim ; and that was, that 
ifters are /li// fo ftrong, that if they could get a peace that would 
on, thou t brill liant or glorious one, the nation in general 

1e ot ours of Fo panes be infignificant. 


Ww 
. 




















treating; ‘not 
» firtt misfortune 


1 the.cour urt, but it is gr 

| aa fics. , ie ‘a | 
cee of France. An in 

n Tam 









5% soils Mr. Walraee parti- 
ey ectrac  sobseiy 


rife 







200 LETTERS raom txt Hon. 


raife no tumults; but tumults would: bes 
The minifters do not kaow the ftr xy : 
it in time), if they are afraid of ing any, peace. 
guine in rated’ wars I hope ne wil tbe =o mid bs 
ae bie she Sopa 
What,do you think of an idea a mine, bE. offering Franec a Seay 
that is, to allow her to affift. both us and the Americans. ‘I know fhe _ 
would affift only them: but were it not better to. gonnive at her afiitting 
git? them, without attacking us, than her doing both? A treaty With her would 
7 perhapsfbe followed ‘by one with America. We are facrificing all or 
effentials we can recover, for a few words; and rifking the independe 
of this.country, for the norhinal fupremacy over America.’ France feems to, 
: leave us time for treating. She made no {cruple of begging peace of us 
; in 63, that fhe might lie by and recovér her advantages, »Was not'that a 
, wile precedent ? Does not the now fhow that it was? As not policy the 
~’  hohour'of nations? Ismean, notimorally,“but has’ Burope left itfelf any” 
; other honour? And fince it has ea, left itflf-no honour, and as little 
morality, does not the morality of a nation confift in: 1 its preferving itfelf im, 
as much happinefg as it can? The invafion of Portugal by Spain ‘inthe laft » 
war, the partition of Poland, have abrogated the law of nations. | Kings 
have left no ties: between one another. opivei bie to” their a. 
allowed, He is a good: king that pref ople; . 














is 


anfwers that end, is it not jufihable wate, 
anfwer my queftions, Grotius is obfelete.: Di. ai Frederic 
with four hundred thoufand phage: are new Ietiares ail 


I thould fay, ‘Ses to one anther, if the four hundred thoufand | im- 
mentatofs were not in worfe. ere \ mn a 
cafuift compared to thofe partitioners. i, te Pres als keep 
our honefty, and blefs_ our ftars that we have = ar ta our patent 
left we fhould divide kiigdom’ that ar at our’ bi , 
thing it is for fach 2 wicked little imp as n: 

But I have Pm led , Ltrs ks 
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tous, and Dunmores and Burgoynes aud Campbells are not yet got be- 
yond the “ereat river-—Inquiry “! To-day’s papers fay, that the /t/e 
prince of? Orange * js to invade you again—but we truft dir James Wallace 


has clipped his wings fo, clofe, that ‘they will not Sd again this feafon, 
though he is fo teady ta T+ 


N lore material has iimeed fince I wrote laft—fo, as every 
moment of a civil war, is precious, every one has been turned. to ithe 
fadivérfion.. There have been three mafquerades, &n initallation, 
ll of thé knights at the Haymarket this week; not to mention 
's, Feftino, lady Spencer’s, Ravielagl» and Vauxhall, operas. in 
» The'duchefs.of Bolton too faw matks—fo many, that the floor’ 
nd the company in the dining-room were. near falling on the. ae 
ofe in the parlour, and exhibiting all that has not yet appeared in 
or’s Commons. At the knights’ ball was fuch a profufion of Straw- 
_betrics, that people could hardly get into the Capperaene could ain you 
*more, but I. do not love to exaggerate. , 









Lady A. told me this morning, that lord Briftol has | toe ‘ s calf with two 
feet to each leg—I am convinced it is by the ducheds a Kingfton, who, has 
two. of every eee where others have but one. 


Adieu !—I am going to &P meet vga Abingtona ieee Mrs. Clive 
will not hear of it, 


i sit i 
:- is ons RET 9 310.0 Tame et 
Ayo is ae ‘ HOR. WALPOLE, 
Dh 
* The, sindteibatns inqutry which took place the attack upon n Jerfey, claiming relationfhip to 
in the houfe of commons on the conduct of the. the great houfe of ‘Naflau, Mr. Walpole calls 
American war, he “the paises 4, range.” 
The Prince of Nal, who. had commanded es a i ta 
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oe LETTER CXvi. 


Strawberry-hill, Saturday June 5, 1779. 


I WRITE to you mote feldom than I am difpofed to do, from havine 
nothing pofitive to tell you, and from being unwilling fo fay and unfay 
every minute fomething that is reported pofitively.. ‘The confident affer- 
tions:of the vi€tory over D’Eftaing are totally vanithed—and they’ who in- 
vented them, now declaim: as bitterly againit Byron, as if he had deceived 
them—and as they did’ againft Keppel. "This day {e’nnight there Was) a 
“great alarm about Ireland —whith was far from being all invention, though 
not an abfolute ‘infurrectiok, as Wee id. The cafe, 1 believe, it Aik 
The court, in order to break the volunteer army eftablifhed by the ‘Irith 
themfelves, endeavoured to perfunde a body in lady Blayney’s coknty’of 
Monaghan to inlift in the militia—which they took indignantly. ‘Whey 
faid, they had great regard for lady Blayney and lord Clermont ; but'to aét 
under them, would be a¢ting under the king, and that was by no means 
their intention. There have fince been motions for inquiries what fteps 
the minifters have taken'to fatisfy the Irifh—and thefé they have impru- 
‘dently rejected—which will not tend to pacification. The minifters have 
been pufhed too on the article of Spain, and could not deny that all nego- 
tiation is at an end—though they will not own farther. However, the 
Spanifh ambaffador is much out of humour. From Paris they writé confi- 
dently of the approaching declaration ; and lord Saudwich, I hear, has faid in 
avery mixed company, that it was folly not to expeét it.’ There is ano- 
ther million afked, aud given on a vote of credit; and lord North has 
boafted of fuch mines for hext year, that one would think he believed 
next year would never come. 


The inquiry* goes on, and lord Harrington did himfeif and Burgoyne 
honour. Barré and governor Johnftone have had warm words, and Burke 
has been as frantic for the Roman catholics as lord George Gordon againit 
them. The parliament, it is faid, is to rife on the 21ft. 
ih a 


You will not collect from all this that our profpe clears up, 1 fear 
there ig not wMlore difcretion in the treatment of Ircland than ‘of America. 


Rit Meu} Into the conduct of the American war. 


The 


pr wah Sea. " ’ 
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The court feems to be infatuated, and to think that nothing is of any 
confequence but a majority in parliament— though they ‘have totally loft 
all power but that of provoking. Fortunate it had been for the king and 
kingdom, had the court had no majority for thefe fix years! America had 
Gil been ours !—and all!the lives and all the millions we have fquandered ! 
A majority that has loft’ thirteen provinces by bullying and Yapouring, and 
the moft childith menaces, will be a brave countermatch for France and. 
Spain, and a rebellion in Ireland ft” Tn fhort, it is plain. that there is no- 
thing a major ity in parliament can do, but outvote a minority ; ; and ye by 
their ow “uccounts one would think they could not do even that. T WW 
a paperft’other day that, began with his Ki, “AS the minorit “have 
loft us thirteen provinces, &c.” TKHOW nothing the minority have done, 
or beei} fuffered to do, but reftore the Roman cashalic EAI 

too was by the defire of the court. 







yew NG oF th a des iin ds 
- bd 4 


‘This is however the prefent ftyle. They pnnenigcek” uh inflate | ap- 
plaufe a new production of Tickell;—it has appeared, and is a moft paltry, 
performance, It is called the Caflette verte of M. de ‘Sartine,, and _pte- 
tends to be his correfpondence with the oppofition. N ay, they are fo, 
pitifully mean as to laugh at doctor Franklin, who has foch thorough rea. 
fon to fit and laugh at them, What triumph it muft be tohim to fee a. 
miferable pamphlet all the revenge they can take! There is another,’ ftill 
duller, called Oppofition Mornings, in which you are lugged in. In truth, 
it isa compliment to any man to except him out of the’ number of thofe 
that have contributed to the thotking difgraces infliéted on this undone 
country !, When lord Chatham was minifter, he never" replied to abufe but 
by a vidtory. i i. of 
I, haw no private news; I have been here ever Guten Tuefday, ishjoying 
my ‘tranquillity, as much.as 4n honeft*man’can’ do who fees ‘his country 
runed. It is juft fuch a period as makes.philofophy wiidom, © There are 
great moments when every man is called. on to exert’ himéelf—but when 
folly, infatuation, delufion,, incapacity and profligacy fling a nation. away, 
and it concurs itfelf, and applauds its deftroyers, aman who has lent no. 
e hand to the ‘mifchief, and can ‘neither »preyent nor remedy the mals of evils, 
- is fully juftified in fitting aloof and beholding the tempeft rage with fi 
fcorn and indignant aber. Nay, ‘ ibe I own, fome tom 
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reflections. I rejoice that there is ftill a great continent of Enclithmen who 
will remain free and independent, aud who laugh at the impotent miajori- 
ties of a proftitute parliament. I care not whether general Burgoyne and 
governor Johnitone crofs over and figure in, and tupport or oppote 5 nor 
whether Mr. Burke, or the fuperior of the jefuits, is high commiffioner to 
the kirk of Scotland. My ideas are {uch as I have always had, and are too 
plain and fimple to comprehend modern confufions ; and, therefore, they 
{uit with thofe of few men, What will be the iffue of this chaos, I know 
not, and, probably, fhall not fee. I do fee with fatisfaction, *hat what was 
meditated has failed by the groffeit folly; and when oue has efcaped the 
wortt, leffer evils muft be endured with patience. 

After this dll effufion, I will divegt you with a ftory that made me laugh 
this morning till I cried. You knov my Swifs David, and his incompre- 
henfible pronunciation. He came to mfe, and faid,  Auh! dar is mefes 
wants fome of your large flags to put in her great O.” With much 
ado I found out that Mrs. —— had fent for leave to take up fome flags out 
of my meadow for her grotto. , 

I hope in a few days to fee lady A———~ and mifs J 
Writ to propofe it.—What are your intentions? Do you ftay till you have 
made your ifland impregnable? I doubt it will be our only one that will 
he fo. 








here; [have 


LETTER CAVU, 
Strawberry-ill, June 16, 1779, 


YOUR countefs was here laft Thurfday, and teceived a letter from you, 
that told us how flowly you receive ours. When you will regcive this | 
cannot guefs ; but it dates a new wra, which you with reafon did not care 
‘to look at as poffible. Ina word, behold a Spanifh war! I mutt detail a 
little to increafe your wonder. I heard here the day before yefterday that it 
was likely ; and that night received aletter from Paris, telling me {it was of 
the 6th) that monfieur de Beauveau was going, they knew not whither, at 
the head of 25,000 men, with three Jicutenant-generals and tix or eight mare- 
chaux de camp under him. Yefterday I went to town, and T. W. happened 


Vou. V. Ee ty 
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tocallon me.—He, who ufed to be informed early, did ‘not bélieve a word 
either of a Spanith war or a French expedition. [ faw fome*other peffons 
in the evening as ignorant. At night | went to fup at Richmond-houfe. 
The duke faid the Brett fleet was certainly failed, and had got the ftart of 
ours by twelve Ways; that monficur de Beauveau was on board with a large 
fum of money, and with white and #ed cockadés ; and that there would .cer- 
tainly be a Spanifh war. He added, that the oppofition were then prefling 
in the houfe of commons to have the parliament continue fitting, and urging 
to knowaf we were not at the eve of a Spanith war ; but thé puinifters _per- 
{ifted ig the prorogation for to-morrow or 1 Frigeys andgw ould not antwer on 
Spains 


' : 7 
I faid I would make you wonder——But no— Why fhould tile parliament 
continue to fit? Are not the minifters 4nd the parliament the fame thing ? 
And how has either houfe fhown tlfat it has any talent for war? 


The duke of R. does mot guefs whither the Breft fleet is gane.—He thinks, 
if to Ireland, we fhould have known it by this time. He has heard that the 
prince of Beauveau has faid he was going on an expedition that would be 
glorious in the eyes of pofterity.—I alked, if that might not mean Gibfaltar ? 
The duke doubts, but hopes it, as he thinks it ng wife meafure on their 
fide ; yet he was very melancholy, as you will be, on this heavy acceffion to 
our diftredfes. 


Well! herg we are, aris et focis and all at ftake! What can we be 
meaning f Unable to conquer America before the wii’ affifted—{carce able 
tokeep ¥F rance at ‘bay—are we a match for both, and Spain too ?—What can 
be our view? nay, what can be our expectation? I fometimes thifk we 
reckon it will be more creditable to be forced by France and Spain to give 
up America, than to Have the merit with the latter of doing it with grace, 
—But, as Cato fays, 

I am weary of conjeCtures—This muft end them ; 


that is, the {word :—and never, I believe, dida country plunge. itfelf into 
fuch difficulties ftep by ftep, and for fix years together, without once recol- 
lecting that each foreign war rendered the objeét of the civil war, more unat- 
tainable ; and that in both the foreign ‘wars werhave not an ‘obje@ in pro- 
{pe&t, Unable-to recruit our remnant of an army in America, are we to 


2 make 


ar 2 nl RR a aM ae ad tile lk 
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amake conquefts‘on F rance and Spain ?.They may choofe-their attacks: we 
can {carce choofe what we will defend. 


Ireland, they fay, is more temperate ‘than was expected. That is fome 
<onfolation—yet many fear the Irith will be tempted to unite with America, 
which would throw all that trade into their convenient harbours: and 1 
own I have apprehentions that the parliament's rifing without taking a flep 
in their favour, may offend them, © Surely at leaft.we have courageous 
uminifters. J thought my father a ftout man:—he had notea tithe of their 
dpirit. is 

‘The town has wound up the feafon perfectly in character by a féte at the 
Pantheon byfub{cription. Le Texier managed it; but it turned out fadly. 
The company was firft thut into the galleries to look down. on the fupper, 
then let to defcend to it. Afterwards they were led into the fubterrancous 
apartment, which was laid with mould, and planted with trees, and cram- 
med with nofegays: but the frefh earth, and the dead leaves, and the cfflu- 
via of breaths made fuch a ftench and moifture, that they wene fuffocated ; 
and when they remounted, the legs ahd wings of chickens and remnants’of 
ham (for the fupper was not removed) poifoned them more. A druid in an 
arbour diftributed verfes to the ladies; then the Baccelli and the dancers of 
the opera danced; and then danced the company ; and then it being morn- 
ing, and the candles burnt out, the windows were opened; and then the 
ftewed danced affembly were fuch fhocking figures, that they fled like ghofts 
as they looked.——I fuppofe there will be no more balls unlefs the French 
land, and then w@ thai fhow we do not mind it. . . 

Thus I have told you all Iknow. You will ponder over thefe things in 
your little diftant ifland, when we have forgotten them, ‘Tirere is another 
perfon, one doétor Franklin, who, I fancy, 1s rot fofry that we divert our- 
felves fo well. 


| 


LETTER CXVIM. 
Strawberry-hill, Sept. 13, 1779. 


+1 AM writing to you gt random; not knowing whether or when this 


letter will go: but your br@ther told me laft night that an officer, whofe 
* Ee name 
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name I have forgot, was arrived froma Jerfey, and would return to you foon. 
I am fenfible how very feldom I have written to you—but you have been 
few moments out of my thoughts. What they have been, you who know 
me fo minutely may well guefs, and why they do not pais my lips. * Senfe, 
experience, circumftances, can teach one to command oné’s felf outwardly, 
but do not diveft a moft friendly heart of its feelings. I believe the ftate of 
my mind has contributed to bring on a very weak and decaying body my 
prefent diforders, Ihave not been well the whole fummer ; but for thefe 
three weeks much otherwife. It has at laft opens in the gout, which, to 
all appearance, will be a sie fit. ; 

On public affairs I cannot {peak. Every thing i is fo exaggerated ‘on all 
fides, that what grains of truth remain in the fieve would appear cold and- 
infipid ; and the great manoeuvres you learn as foon asI, “If the naval 
battle between Byron and d’Eftaing, our captains were worthy of any age in 
our ftory. : * _ * 


You may amagine how happy I am at Mrs. D *s return, and at her 
not being at Naples, as fhe was likely to have been, at the ‘dreadful explofion 
of Vefuvius. Surely it will have glutted fir William’s rage for volcanos ! 
How poor lady Hamilton’s nerves ftood it I do not conceivee———Oh, man- 
kind ! mankind !—Are there not calamities enough in ftore for us, but mutt 
deftruction be our amufement and purfuit ? 





I fend this to Ditton’, where it may wait fome days; but I would not 
fuffer a fure opportunity to flip without a line. You ase more obliged to 
me for all I do not fay, than for whatever eloquence itfelf could pen. 


P. S. Tunfeal my letter to add, that undoubtedly you will come to the 
meeting of parliament, which will be in O@ober. Nothing can or ever 
did make me advife you to take a ftep unworthy of yourfelf. —But furely 


you have higher and more facred duties than the government of a mole- 
hill! 


* Where lord Hertford had then avilla. 


LETTER 
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BETTER CXix. 
January 3, 1781. 


AFTER I hag written my note to you Taft night, I called on : 
who gave me the difinal account of Jamaica, that you Will {ee in the ga- 
zette, and of the damage done to our fhipping.” Admiral Rowley is fafe ; 
but they are in apprehenfions for Walfingham. He told me tod what is not 
in the gazette ; that of the expedition again{t the Spanith fettlements, not 
a fingle man furvives ! The papers to-day, I fee, {peak of ‘great danger to 
Gibraltar, 





repeated to me his great defire that vou fhould publith 
your fpeech *, as he told you. I de not conceive why fe is fo eager for it ; 
for he profeffes,total defpair about America. It looks to me as if there was 
a with of throwing blame fomewhere—but I profefs lam tco fimple to 
dive into the objects of fhades of intrigues ; nor do I care about them. We 
fhall be reduced to a miferable little ifland; and from a mighty empire fink 
into as infignificant a country as Denmark or Sardinia! When our trade 
and marine are gone, the latter of which we keep ff by unnatural efforts, 
to which our debt will put a ftop, we fhall lofe the Eaft Indies as Portugal 
did ; and then France will diétate to us more imperioufly than ever we did 
to Jreland, which is ina manner already gone too! Thefe are mortifying re- 
flections, to which an Englifh mind cannot eafily accommodate itfelf——But, 
alas! we have been purfuing the very conduét that France would have pre- 
{cribed, and morg than with*all her prefumption fhe could ‘have dared to 
expect. Could fhe flatter herfelf that We would take nv adVantage of the 
dilaterinefs and unwillingnefs of Spain to enter into the war? that we 
would reje& the difpofition of Ruffia to fupport us? and that ow ftill more 
natural friend Holland would be driven into the Jeague againft us? All 
this has happened ; and, like an infant, we are delighted with having ft 
our own frock in a blaze!—I fit and gaze with aftonifhment at our phrenfy 
Yet why? Are not nations as liable to intoxication as individuals * Are 
not prediétions founded on calculation oftener reje&ted than the prophecies 














. 

* Introduékory of a motion “ for leave to “ jefty to fend out commifhoners with full 
“ bring in a bill for quieting the troubles that ‘ power to treat with America for that pur- 
“have for fome time fubfifted between Great “ pofe.” 

‘ Britain and America, and enabling his ma- of 
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of dreamers? Do we not act precifely like C F—-, who thought he 
had difcovered a new truth in figures, when he preached that wife doctrine, 
that nobody could want noney that would pay enough for it ?--The con- 
fequence was, that in two years he left himfelf without the poffibility of 
borrowing a fhilling. Lam not furprifed at the fpirits off boy of parfs—I 
am not furprifed at the peeple—I do-wonder at government, that games 
away its comfequence. For what are we now really at war with America, 
‘France, Spain, aud Holland —Not with hopes of reconquering America, 
not with the fimalleft profpeét of conquering afoot of land from France, 
Spain, or Holland No; weare at war on the defenfive, to proteét what is 
left, or more truly to ftave off, for a year perhaps, a peace that muft pro- 
claim our nakedneis and ithpotence. - I would not willingly recur to that 
womanith vifion of, Something may tyrn up in our favour! That-fome- 
thing mutt be.a naval vidtory that willamnihilate at once all the {quadrons of 
Europe—mutt wipe off forty millions of new debt— reconcile the affeétions 
of America, that for fix years we have laboured to alienate—arid that muft 
recall out of the grave the armitsand failors that are perifhed—and that 
muft make thirteen, provinces willing to receive the law, without the ne- 
ceffity of keeping ten #houfand men amongft them. The gigantic imagi- 
-nation of lord Chatham would not entertain fuch a chimera. Lord 
perhaps would fay he did, rather than not undertake ; or Mr. Burke could 
form a metaphoric vifion, that would fatisfy no imagination but his own: 
but I, who am nullius addi€tus jurare im verba, have no hopes cither in our 
refources or in our geniufes, and look on my country already as undone *!— 
It is grievous-ebut I fhall not have much time,to lament its fall ! 








LETTER CXX. 


Strawberry-hill, Sunday evening, May 6, 1781. 


J SUPPED with your countefs on Friday at lord Frederic Campbell’s, 
where I heard of the relief of Gibraltar ‘by Darby. The Spanith fleet kept 


* It may be fome comfort, im a moment no “war againft France in the year 1793. May our 
lef portentous and melancholy than the one exertions procure the fpeedy applicition of a 
here defcribed, to recoiled) the almoft unhoped- fimilar remedy to our prefent evils, and may 
for recovery of national profperity, which took that remedy, be productive of equally good 
place from the peace +782 to the declaration of effects! E. March 1798. - 
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clofe im Cadiz :— however, he lifted up his leg, and juit tquirted contempt om 
_ them. As he ts ditembarraffed of his trantports,. 1 fuppofe their fhips will. 
feramble on fhore rather than fight. Well, 1 thall be perfectly content 
with our fleet coming back in a whole fkin. It will be enough to have out- 
quixoted Don Quixote’$ own nation. As I knew your. countets would 
write the next day, I waited till the Was gone out of town and would not 
have much to tell you—not that I have either; and it is giviag mytelf an 
air, to’ pretend to know more at Twickenham than fhe can at Henley. 
Though it is ¢ bitter north-eaft, | came hither to-day to lonk at my lilacs, 
though a la glace, and to get from Pharaoh, for which there is a rage. I 
doted on it above thirty years ago; but it is not decent to fit up all night 
now with boys and girls. , the banker # la mode, has been demo- 
lifhed. He and his affociate fir , went early tother night to 
Brookes’s, before C. Fs and F. who keep a bank there, were come. But 
they foon arrived, attacked their rivals, broke their bank, and won above 
4000/, “ There,” faid F. “ fo fhould all uturpers be ferved !’"—He did 
ftill better ; for he fent for his tradefmen, and paid as far as the money 
would go.—In the mornings he continues his war on lord North—but can- 
not break that bank. The court has carried a fecret committee for India 
affairs— and it is fuppofed that Rumbuld is to be the facrifice :—but as he is 
near as rich as lord Clive, I conclude he will efcape by the fame golden 


key. 











IT told you in my laft, that Tonton’ was arrived. J brought him this 
morning to take poffeffion of,his new villa; but his inauguratign has not been 
at all pacific. As he Ras already found out that he may be as defpotic as at 
faint Jofeph’s, he began with exiling my beautiful little cat ;—upon which, 
however, we fhall not quite agree. He then flew at one of my dogs, who 
returned it, by biting his foot till it bled; but was feverely beaten for it. 
I immediately rung for Margaret’ to drefs his ‘foot ;’ but in the midit of my 
tribulation could not keep my countenance ; for fhe cried, “ Poor little 
thing, he does not underftand my language !”’ I hope the will not re- 


colleét too. that he is a papift! % 
mp* 


d 





* Madame du Deffand’s dog, which the left by will to Mr. Walpole. * 
* Mx. Walpole’s houfekecper, 
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Berkeley-{quare, Tuefday, May 8. 

I came before dinner, and find your Jong letter of the 3d. Youhave ~ 
miftaken Tonton’s fex, who is a cavalier, and a little of the moufquetaire 
ftill; but if I dot not correét his vivacities, at leaft I fhall not encourage 
them like my dear old friend. . 


You fay nothing of your health: therefore, I truft, it is quite re-efta- 
blithed. My own is moft flourifhing for me. ie 


2 


They fay the parliament will rife by the birth-day—not that it feems to 
be any grievance or confinement to any body. I hope you will foon come * 
and enjoy a quiet fummer under the laurels of your ownconfcience. They 
are at leaft as {preading as any body’s elle ; and the foil will preferve their 
verdure for ever. Methinks we wettern powers might as well make peace, 
fince we make war fo clumfily.—Yet I doubt the awkwardne(s of our ene- 
mies will not have brought down our ftomach. Well, I with for the fake 
of mankind there was an end of their fufferings! Even fpeétators are not 
amufed—the whole war has paffed like the riotous murmurs of the upper 
gallery before the play begins—they have pelted the candle-fnuffers, the 
ftage has been {wept, the mufic has played, people have taken their places— 
but the deuce a bit of any performance !—And when folks go home, they 
will have feen nothing but a farce, that has coft fifty times more than the 
beft tragedy ! 


‘ - - —-——— 





LETTER CXxXI, 

“4 Berkeley-fquare, May 28, 1781. 

THIS letter, like an,embarkation, will not fet out till it has gotten its 

complement ; but I begin it, as 1 have juft received your fecond letter. | 

wrote to you two days ago, and did not mean to complain} for you cer- 

tainly cannot have variety of matter in your fequeftered ifle: and fince 

you do not difdain trifling news, this good town, that furnifhes nothing 

elf€, at leaft produces weeds, which fhoot Up in fpite of the Scotch thiftles, 

that have choKed all good fruits. I do not know what lady C. defigns to 
do with her play; 1 hope, aét it only in private; for her other was mur- * 

* From Jerfey. 
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dered, and the audience did not exert the leat gallantry to fo pretty an au. 
thorefs, though the gave them fo fair an Opportunity. For my own play, 
I was going to publith it in my own defence, as a Ipurious edition was ad- 
vertifed here, betides one in Ircland.—-My advertifement has overlaid the 
former for the prefent, and that tempts me to fuppre{s mine, as I have 
a thorough averlion to its appearance. s Still, I think I thall produce it in 
the dead of fummer,- that it may be forgotten by winter; for Iould not 
bear having it the fubject of converfation in a full town. — It js printed; fo 
I can let it fteal out in the nfidit of the firft event that engroffes the public ; 
and as it is not quite a novelty, I have no fear but it will be ftill-born, if 
it is twin with any babe that fgualls and makes much noife. At the fame 
time with yours I received a letter from another toufin at Paris, who tells 
me Necker is on the verge ; and in ghe poilfcript fays, he has actually re- 
figned. I heard fo a few days ago;*but this is a full confirmation. Do 
you remember a converfation at your houfe, at fupper, in which a friend of 
yours {poke very unfavourably of Necker, and feemed to with his fall? In 
my own opinion, they are much in the wrong. It is true, Necker laboured 
with all his fhoulders to reftore their finances; yet I am perfuaded that his 
attention to that great object made him clog all their military operations. 
They will pay dearer for money; but money they will have—nor is it fo 
dear to them; for, when they have gotten it, they have only not to pay. 
A monfieur Joly de Fleury is comptroller-general. I know nothing of him 
—but as they change fo often, fome able man will prove minifter at laft— 
and there they will have the advantage again. 
° 

Lord Cornwallis’s courier, Mr. Bicderic, is not yet arrived; fo you are a 
little precipitate in thinking America fo much nearer to being fubdued, 
which you have often fwallowed up as if you were a minifter; and yet, 
methinks, that wra has been fo frequently put off, that I wondes you are 
not cured of being fanguine—or rather, of believing the magnificent lies 
that every trifling advantage gives birth to. Ifa quarter of the Americans 
had joined the royalifts, that have been faid to join, all the colonies would 
fot hold them. But, at leatt, they have been like. the trick of kings and 
‘queens at cards; where one of two goes back every turn to fetch another, 
However, this is only for converfation for the moment. With fuch aver- 
fion. to difputation, I have no zeal for making converts to my own opinion, 
not even on pojnts that touch me nearer, 


Vox, ¥. Ff Thurfday 





